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Elementary Eagle Band washes cars for a 

good cause 
Raises over $300 toward May band trip 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Over 100 cars are cleaner now thanks to the Belmar Elementary School [BES] 
Eagle Band, which dedicated part of their time last Saturday to washing cars for a good cause. 

Twenty-five Eagle Band members washed at least 125 cars during their annual car wash to help 
raise funds for their band trip this school year, said Thomas Brennan, the school’s band director. 

Band members raised $343, which is a good start toward the $5,000 trip in May, Mr. Brennan 
said.  

“I was amazed at the community support we got, not just from the parents in the school but other 
people in the community who helped us out,” he said. 

The band is raising money to go to the High Note Festivals’ Adjudication, which gives students a 
chance to be evaluated and rated by other music teachers they do not know, he said. 

Last year, the Eagle Band received the superior rating, which is the highest ranking, Mr. Brennan 
said. 

The $5,000 trip, which is about $60 per child and includes the cost of the bus, includes lunch, 
judging for the event and Great Adventure, which has traditionally been used as a “motivator as 
well as a source of feedback for the students about their performance”, Mr. Brennan said, noting 
the trip to Great Adventure is on a different day. 

The band consists of 93 children, with 55 of them in the Eagle Band, Mr. Brennan said. By 
spring, about 75 of them will have tested into the Eagle Band, he said. 

Every child has to audition to go to the adjudication, Mr. Brennan said, adding about 65 to 70 
will go.  

“We want the kids to keep working. We had some wonderful role models last year and I’m 
hoping some of them will step up and be that this year,” he said, noting he sees some of the older 
students already stepping into that role.  

The next fundraiser will be Belmar Idol in April.  


