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BRIELLE — Several federal agencies, as well as the Monmouth County Prosecutors Office, descended on two 
locations in Brielle Thursday morning — one commercial property and one condominium unit. 

According to Robert Glantz, the public information officer for the Internal Revenue Service Criminal 
Investigation Division [IRSCI], his department, along with the FBI and Homeland Security Investigations, 
joined the Monmouth County Prosecutors’ Office on “official business” in Brielle, although he would not 
disclose any further information. 

The law enforcement agencies were at two locations in the borough, 609 Higgins Ave., which is a commercial 
building with retail and office space on the ground floor and one residential unit on the top floor. 

Mr. Glantz said he could not confirm where the other location in Brielle was, but agents were seen in the garage 
of unit 401 in Brielle Landing, which is a 56-unit condominium complex on Ashley Avenue that sits in front of 
the Sand Bar bar and restaurant and across from the Union Landing bar and restaurant. 

The property in question, 401 Ashley Ave. is owned by 401 Ashley Ave. LLC, according to borough records. 

A newer Bentley sat in the garage. 

Orray Clayton, reached this morning at his home in Loxahatchee, Fla., owns the commercial building at 609 
Higgins Ave. He confirmed that he was in contact with local authorities and that county and federal agencies 
were investigating a tenant at his property. 

According to Mr. Clayton, the authorities were investigating the tenants of unit four in his building. He said that 
unit is rented by Frank Scalise under the corporate name La Soufriere Maritime, Inc. He said the tenant told him 
he was renting the office space for the purpose of selling yachts.  

Mr. Scalise has rented the property from Mr. Clayton for about three or four years, Mr. Clayton said.  

According to the lease for the 609 Higgins Ave. site, Mr. Scalise listed 401 Ashley Avenue as his address. 

Mr. Clayton said Mr. Scalise was a good tenant who had made improvements to the property and had always 
paid the rent on time.  

Mr. Glantz said he could not say whether the two investigations were related or whether he would be able to 
disclose any additional information in the future. 

He did say, however, that he would be able to disclose more information if it became public in the court system. 

A representative from the Monmouth County Prosecutor’s Office said Acting Prosecutor Christopher 
Gramiccioni was in a meeting and would return a call seeking additional information later today. 



Special Agent Barbara Woodruff, who is a spokesperson for the FBI's Newark field office, confirmed the FBI is 
also actively “conducting business” at both Brielle locations. 

“I can acknowledge that we are there on official business,” she said. 

Brielle Chief of Police Michael Palmer said he was aware of the investigations going on in his town, but 
deferred all questions to the prosecutor’s office. 

	  


