
The Coast Star (11/01/2012): Boardwalk gone, lakes 
overflow, homes destroyed after Sandy 

Hurricane Sandy - Disaster at the Shore 

 

The Belmar Water Rescue Team spent Monday evening, Tuesday and Wednesday rescuing residents from their water-filled homes 
during and after Hurricane Sandy landed in Belmar, leaving a destructive path behind it. Over 100 residents have been rescued since 

Monday night, but residents still remain in their homes. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELAMR — On Monday night, one Belmar Water Rescue Team [WRT] member and volunteer 
firefighter/emergency medical technician [EMT] piggy backed two children to safety as a result of Hurricane 
Sandy, which tore through the Northeast earlier this week.  

Meghan Dering, volunteer firefighter/EMT, said the Keefe family, located on 14th Avenue by L Street, were 
trapped in their house with water rising, so she and one Belmar WRT member came to rescue them.  

“The water was at least 4 to 4 1/2 feet [deep]” outside the house, said Ms. Dering, noting water inside the house 
was up to one’s knees.  

Three of the family members were able to walk and hung onto the torpedo, she said, but the two youngest 
children, 7 years old and 6 years old, were too short to stand in the water, so they were piggy backed.  

The Keefe family is one of over 100 people rescued by the WRT and other borough volunteers over the past 
few days as a result of the hurricane, which left the borough without power, many homes underwater and tore 
up majority of the boardwalk.  

PREPARATIONS 

In order to prepare for Hurricane Sandy, Belmar ordered a town-wide mandatory evacuation on Sunday and 
ordered all businesses closed by noon on Monday.  

Mayor Matt Doherty said many residents had taken it seriously and evacuated. 



The mayor also signed a declaration of emergency for the borough, which is still in effect.  

Both Silver Lake and Lake Como, which is owned by Lake Como, Belmar and Spring Lake, had been pumping 
water into the ocean for several days prior to Hurricane Sandy in order to prevent the flood-prone lakes from 
overflowing. 

THE DESTRUCTION 

As much as the borough prepared for the storm, it was simply not prepared for the magnitude of destruction and 
force of Hurricane Sandy. 

On Tuesday morning, Belmar was almost unrecognizable, as the boardwalk south of 10th Avenue has been 
washed away, Silver Lake spread through the streets, there was no power throughout the borough and many 
houses were submerged in water.  

Kristen Pezzullo, 12, a resident of 14th Avenue between Ocean and A Street, said what she sees is 
“devastating.” 

“I can’t believe our ocean is where our beach is and our beach and boardwalk is in the street,” she said, noting 
her family evacuated to Manalapan, where they own a house.  

Kristen said she knows her family was not supposed to come back to Belmar, but “this is our family, 
community and school, so we had to come back.” She said she was worried about her friends and came back to 
see if any of them wanted to come back to Manalapan. 

Silver Lake, which borough administrator Bill Young said was the “hardest impacted area,” encompassed from 
in between Ninth and 10th Avenues to Third Avenue and as far West as Main Street on Tuesday. Silver Lake 
normally sits along Ocean Avenue between Fifth and Sixth Avenues.  

As a result of the flooding, those residents who chose to ignore the mandatory evacuation notice were stranded 
in their homes, some of which were feet underwater, and the WRT has spent the past few days rescuing them 
from their homes.  

While talking to Gov. Chris Christie, who came to the borough to assess the damage, on Tuesday, Mayor Matt 
Doherty said “We have guys swimming in water that has fuel in it, sewer pumps that have failed. So what these 
guys are doing is truly heroic” [see related story].  

Lake Como Councilman Brian Wilton, WRT lieutenant said the water in some spots was over his head. He also 
said when one was close to Silver Lake the water was chest deep, but as one moved one block away from the 
lake it became belly to waist deep, and still is.  

“I can’t imagine what people in [Hurricane] Katrina went through because some of this is devastating,” he said.  

The WRT has rescued about 150 people in the past few days, the councilman said, noting this is a rough 
estimate. The team continued to do rescues on Wednesday, although the number of rescues slowed down 
“significantly,” he said, noting there are still residents in their homes.  

The councilman said due to the toxicity of the water, such as fuel and raw sewage in it, the WRT can no longer 
walk in the water when doing rescues, unless it is an extreme emergency. The WRT is using boats.  

FIRE, ARRESTS 



When Hurricane Sandy struck, on Monday evening, one fire broke out on the second floor of the senior 
building, located at 710 Eighth Ave., around 7:30 p.m. Mr. Young said. The fire was caused by a lit candle, he 
said, noting the 25 seniors in the building were evacuated.  

Nick Lorusso, fire chief, said all three fire departments — Union Fire Company, Goodwill Hose Company and 
Hook & Ladder Fire Company— were called to the scene, as well as the first aid department and Avon Fire 
Department. 

Mr. Lorusso said there were no injuries.  

Mr. Young said, all residents were transported to borough hall, and were transported back to the senior building 
about one hour and one half later once the building was cleared by the fire department.  

The fire departments were relocated to the Department of Public Works [DPW], located at 800 13th Avenue, 
and recreation center, 601 Main St., on Monday night due to flooding. Volunteer Hook & Ladder Fire 
Company, located at 613 11th Ave., and Goodwill Hose Company, located at 610 Seventh Ave., both moved 
back into their locations. However, Union Fire Company, located at 900 E St., is still flooded, so that fire 
company is still using DPW as its headquarters, Mr. Lorusso said.  

Mr. Young also said there were three arrests made on Monday night — one for trespassing and two for breaking 
in. One of the break ins was in a store and one was in a home, he said. 

Additional information on the arrests will be provided once it is made available.  

PUMP STATION 

Like Lake Como, Belmar’s pump station was not working because of Hurricane Sandy, Mayor Doherty said. 

According to Bernard Bujak, finance manager for South Monmouth Sewerage Authority [SMRSA], which 
operates the pump station, Belmar’s pump station was down, but was restored to a full capacity at 12 p.m. on 
Wednesday. Belmar’s pump station is located on the corner of Eighth and Ocean avenues, he said. 

Even with the pump station working at full capacity, Mr. Bujak said he urges all residents “to conserve water as 
much as possible... until the community is back to normal.”  

FUTURE 

Mr. Young said the borough will start the cleanup process by pumping Silver Lake and Lake Como, starting 
yesterday.  

As for power, Mr. Young said it is expected to be out for another seven days.  

Mayor Doherty said schools in the borough will be closed through this week and he is not sure if they will re-
open next week. He also said businesses will remain closed until further notice. 

The County has also declared a 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. curfew in effect until further notice. 

When asked how much it will cost to rebuild, Mayor Doherty said he doesn’t know at this time, but he did say it 
“far exceeds anything we can bare as a community.” 

He said the borough will have to “rely on federal and state assistance in recovery, repair and construction.”  



For those who would like to volunteer, please can call 732-681-3700 and press 0. Leave one’s name, phone 
number and email address, and the borough will contact them when it is ready to bring in volunteers to help 
clean up. 

The borough is also accepting donations to help with costs incurred by the hurricane. To donate, please visit, 
belmar.com/. 

 

	  


