
The Coast Star (11/01/2012): Sharing Lupe’s Hope 
brings in $6,000 for woman battling breast cancer 

Event held in honor of Lupe Falter, 64, who was diagnosed in May 

 

Alisha Flanders, of Belmar [center, in striped sweater], with her husband, Richard, and his family at the Sharing Lupe’s Hope benefit 
on Saturday, Oct. 27 at 507 Main in Belmar. Sharing Lupe’s Hope was a benefit held to help raise money for Mrs. Flanders’ mother, 

Lupe Falter, of Texas, who was diagnosed with breast cancer in May. Over 100 people came to show their support, raising over 
$6,000. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — More than 100 people gathered at 507 Main last Saturday to help raise money for a woman who is 
battling breast cancer. 

Lupe Falter, 64, of Texas, was diagnosed with Stage IV breast cancer in May. Since then, the cancer has spread 
throughout her body, said Alisha Flanders, of Belmar, who hosted the benefit. Mrs. Flanders is one of Mrs. 
Falter’s seven children. 

“The only thing the cancer hasn’t reached is her brain,” Mrs. Flanders said, noting her mother has no muscle 
strength and is confined to a wheelchair. Mrs. Flanders also said her mother can talk, still cooks when she can 
and does not stay in bed all day. 

According to Mrs. Flanders, her mother is currently covered by Medicaid, but that is about to change as Mrs. 
Falter is going to turn 65 on Dec. 1, making her eligible for Medicare, which the family is currently trying to 
enroll her in. 

If her mother is dropped from Medicaid and is not able to be immediately enrolled in Medicare that “would 
mean a lot of struggling but we will do what we have to do to make sure she lives as long as she is ready to 
live,” Mrs. Flanders said, noting her mother fell and broke her hip on Oct. 23. Mrs. Falter had hip replacement 
surgery on Oct. 25 and is still in the hospital, Mrs. Flanders said. 

The looming thought that her mother could be without medical coverage coupled with the daily cost of living 
drove Mrs. Flanders to host a breast cancer benefit in honor of her mother in the hopes of raising some funds to 
offset some of the rising financial costs the family has had to endure over the past couple of months, and will 
continue to endure in the future. 



Mrs. Flanders said the event went “very well,” despite the threat of Hurricane Sandy looming over everyone’s 
heads. Hurricane Sandy tore through the Northeast earlier this week. 

Over 100 people came to the event, raising more than $6,000 for Mrs. Falter, Mrs. Flanders said. 

Mrs. Flanders said she would like to “thank everyone — friends, family and strangers — that supported the 
event.” 

	  


