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Iconic Barclay demolished
To be replaced by two, single family
homes
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Developers razed a borough landmark last week to
pave the way for two, single-family homes that will be
constructed there.

The Barclay, a defunct banquet and catering hall, was once a
landmark in town before closing its doors in 2011. Steve Vita,
its most recent owner, owned the property for five years.

Belmar resident William Merkler and his business partner,
Walter Bostian, purchased the property earlier this year for
$1.65 million from the Bank of Princeton, which had
foreclosed on the property from Mr. Vita.

The property sold includes the lot where The Barclay sits, on
Fifth Avenue, and a parking lot the business used on Fourth
Avenue, both of which are 100-by-150 feet.

With the demolition of The Barclay, two single family homes
will be built on the site. Two single
family homes will also be built on the former parking lot site.

Mr. Merkler believes that the opportunity to develop the property could not have
come any sooner, after he toured the interior of the building this past May.

“Time appeared to have stood still when we walked into the building, with dishes and
some food items still left on tables in one room of the hall,” he said.

Mr. Merkler also noted that the condition of the structure had deteriorated rapidly
from deferred maintenance and the effects of Superstorm Sandy.

Mayor Matt Doherty said, “I’m certainly going to miss [The Barclay]” as it was probably the best place for
parties in town.

“It’s unfortunate, but the last person to operate it didn’t keep it up,” he said.

As for the two new homes which will sit on the site, Mayor Doherty said they are “certainly better than a
vacant lot.”

The current 100-foot wide by 150-foot deep lot was recently given planning board approval to be subdivided
into two separate 50 foot by 150 foot single family home lots. The same relief was also recently granted by the
boroughs planning board for the Fourth Avenue corner property.

Details of the actual house sizes and prices can be viewed on the project’s website,
www.BelmarLakeHomes.com.
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Last week, the defunct banquet and catering
hall, The Barclay, was demolished, making way
for two single family homes on the site. Photo
by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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