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Interlocal agreement on sewerage authority’s
agenda
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Tonight, the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] is expected to discuss, and vote
on, the much anticipated interlocal agreement — an agreement that SMRSA has several concerns with.

The interlocal agreement would essentially formalize what four parties — Spring Lake, Belmar, Lake Como and
SMRSA — have already been implementing since Hurricane Sandy regarding Lake Como, which has a tendency to
overflow during heavy rain.

The agreement will establish a flood emergency management protocol, dictating how the four stakeholders will
respond during flooding events at the lake.

The interlocal agreement identifies the primary contact, and secondary contact, for each borough and
establishes the cost share.

Under the agreement, each stakeholder would pay an equal share, or 25 percent, of costs associated with the
lake.

The agreement would be for two years, with options to renew.

At the Nov. 6 Belmar Council meeting, Peter Piro, of North Boulevard, said he talked
to borough administrator Colleen Connolly, who had informed him the interlocal
agreement could be a three-party agreement, instead of four parties, if SMRSA does
not sign on board the agreement.

Ms. Connolly said the four parties met last week and SMRSA presented some concerns
it had with the agreement. Ms. Connolly said if SMRSA decides not to pass the
agreement, it would become a three-party one.

The interlocal agreement is on SMRSA’s agenda for tonight, said Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director.

At the meeting, the commissioners are expected to discuss the interlocal agreement and subsequently vote on
it.

There are several concerns SMRSA has with the agreement, he said, including the method of funding and the
fact there is not a hold-harmless clause in the agreement, which indemnifies a party from being sued.

“We want it in the agreement,” Mr. Ruppel said about a hold-harmless clause.

“We have always been a concerned agency about the operation of the lake,” Mr. Ruppel said. “With or without
the agreement, South Monmouth is always going to put itself in the position to best service its member
municipalities.”

Even if there is not a four-party agreement, Mr. Ruppel said he does not see “our authority walking away from a
community in need.”

Lake Como and Belmar have passed the agreement, while Spring Lake has yet to vote on it.

SMRSA is expected to vote on the issue at its meeting tonight. In order to pass, the resolution would need a
majority vote, which means five out of eight commissioners, if all are in attendance.
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