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Drama club thrills audience during whodunit
mystery
St. Rose High School’s Drama Club
Murder, mystery and intrigue captivated audience members
this past weekend during St. Rose High School Drama Club’s
performance of “Her Lips are Sealed”— a “whodunit” play,
where the audience is asked to help solve the crime.

The murder mystery theme has become somewhat of a staple
for St. Rose’s fall productions, combining acting and audience
participation, while enjoying a bite to eat.

Since Maryanne Kain became drama coordinator about 10
years ago, the St. Rose’s drama club has done a dinner theater
for its fall production, which entails the students performing
the play while audience members enjoy a bite to eat.

Ms. Kain is also the chair of the school’s world language
department. She has been at St. Rose High School for 17 years.

“I thought it would be something that would be fun for the
students,” and would allow audience participation, Ms. Kain
said about why she brought dinner theaters to St. Rose.

“It’s something that the community really looks forward to,”
she said.

All the dinner theaters are a murder mystery.

The dinner theaters are generally performed in the school’s
cafeteria, but “last year really changed everything.”

The drama club was set to perform its annual dinner theater in
the beginning of November 2012, when Hurricane Sandy hit on
Oct. 29, 2012, flooding the lower level of the school, which is
where the cafeteria is located.

Since the cafeteria was flooded and there were “fish swimming where the actors
would have been playing,” the play was moved to the Spring Lake Manor, in Spring
Lake Heights.

Since then, the cafeteria has been restored to its former glory, allowing the drama
club to perform “Her Lips are Sealed” there this past weekend.

PREPARATION

Ms. Kain said she chose “Her Lips are Sealed” because she “thought this one was
unique in its presentation” since so much of it includes audience participation.

“This one was just really an evening of fun,” she said. “Something that people could come and spend the
evening with us, enjoy good food, good friendship and be able to just sit and laugh and forget about whatever
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Maryanne Kain, St. Rose High School Drama
Club director, recently directed “Her Lips are
Sealed,” which was the school’s fall production.
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else is going in their life.”

To prepare, the cast had been rehearsing for about three hours per week since the middle of September, Ms.
Kain said.

The drama club also receives help from the arts council, which is a parent organization for the arts at the high
school. The arts council assisted with the dinner for the event.

“I couldn’t do this without the arts council,” Ms. Kain said. The arts council is “fundamental to who we are” as
they are the ones who “pick up the pieces,” taking care of the food and selling tickets.

Eileen Baglivio, wife of Assistant Principal Stephen Baglivio and friend of Ms. Kain, created the night skyline
backdrop with assistance from students.

After months of preparation, and with a little help from the arts council and others, the students were ready to
perform “Her Lips are Sealed” on Nov. 8 and 9 in the school’s cafeteria.

THE PERFORMANCE

Set in the 1940s, “Her Lips are Sealed” centers around the murder of Hedda Parseword, a veteran actor. Ms.
Parseword was played by freshman Eddia Watts, 14.

Ms. Parseword was murdered while at a party in Hollywood honoring her career, quickly turning party goers into
suspects.

As the plot unravels, Detective Samantha Spaed, played by sophomore Megan Brown, 16, and audience
members discover that each person at Ms. Parseword’s party had motive and opportunity to kill her as they
were all connected to her somehow.

There was a twist in the plot, when it was revealed that Sterling Snootmeister, maître d’, was Ms. Parseword’s
long-lost son, moving him quickly to the top of the suspect’s list for a short time.

The performance consisted of five scenes, and two intermissions, which was a time for the audience to eat
their food.

Even during the intermissions, the actors remained in character.

Senior Olivia Bonevento, 17, said while it was not hard for her to remain in character, she could see why it
could be since family members and friends were in the audience. Ms. Bonevento played Jean Astaire, the
choreographer.

But “if you love something, I believe you can look past all that and make it work,” she said.

Olivia said she found her character hard to portray because she does not dance, but it was “fun to go outside
[my] comfort zone.”

She said speaking to friends who danced helped her prepare for her role.

Ms. Kain said “It’s an awful lot of fun to go outside of yourself and a play a character about which you are
nothing like,” which is “real acting.”

With the help of the audience, who were given a chance to ask the characters questions and submit their own
answer for who did it, Detective Spaed discovered who killed Ms. Parseword: unsuspecting Samson Goodfellow,
played by senior Greg Tomaini, 17.

It was discovered that Mr. Goodfellow killed Ms. Parseword to secure the lead role in “Snowballs Chance” for
his girlfriend, Helena Hazbendare, played by senior Connor Piazza, 17.
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“It really was a true company production,” Ms. Kain said as there were really no leads.

Ms. Kain thought the performance went very well, she said.

“Actors have a job, and I think they did theirs extraordinarily well.”

Ms. Kain said she would not have changed anything about the performance.

“I don’t Monday morning quarterback productions,” she said.

Connor said she likes the idea of dinner theaters as it breaks down the “fourth wall,” which is the imaginary
wall between the audience and the performance.

As for the performance, Connor said it was really good and that “everyone was casted really well.”

Connor said her character, Helena Hazbendare, was relatively easy to portray, although she is not like her
character.

“I’m not crazy like that, but I tapped into it,” she said.

Like Connor, Olivia said she enjoyed doing a dinner theater because it “brings a lot more enjoyment to the
production.”

“I mean everyone loves food,” she said, noting its a unique experience.

A total of 240 people attended the production between the two nights, including Laura Byrnes, who is the
mother of freshman Gillian Byrnes, 14, who played Darlene.

Ms. Byrnes said she thinks the students did a “really good job” and that the play was intriguing.

“I didn’t know who did it until the end,” she said. “I enjoyed it.”

As for the dinner theater idea, Ms. Byrnes said she likes the idea as it is “different than just a run-of-the-mill
play.”

Claire Harty, who attended Saturday’s performance, also enjoyed the play. Ms. Harty had four grandchildren
involved in the production: quadruplets Anne, Theresa, Caroline and John Miele, all 16. Anne played Misty
Shores, a Broadway starlet, while Theresa, Caroline and John helped serve food and drinks.

Ms. Harty said the production was very good and that she liked the dinner theater because it is unique.

“It’s always very entertaining” and there was a good buffet dinner as well, she said.

Mary Martz, a religion teacher at the school, said the play was “awesome.”

“It was just a lovely evening,” she said.

Ms. Martz said the dinner theater idea is interesting and fun.

“I think drawing the people in makes it even more interesting and fascinating because you feel like you’re a
part of it,” she said.

SPRING MUSICAL

Toward the end of the evening, Ms. Kain announced the school’s spring musical, “All Shook Up.”

“All Shook Up” is influenced by William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night and includes music by Elvis Presley.

Set in the 1950s in a small midwestern town, “All Shook Up” involves a roustabout who comes into town and
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“shakes things up,” Ms. Kain said.

The drama club will be performing the musical at the Spring Lake Community House, in April.
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