
The Coast Star (11/15/2012): Beachfront buildings 
are demolished 

Paving way for new boardwalk, buildings to be built in boro 

 

Ferreira Construction, based in Branchburg, demolished all infrastructure along the boardwalk last week in Belmar, including the 
Taylor Pavilion and Matisse, to pave way for the new boardwalk and buildings set to be constructed to replace them. The boardwalk 
is expected to be built by Memorial Day, while the new buildings at the beachfront are not expected to be finished until summer 2014. 
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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Last week, Ferreira Construction worked through the snow left over from Storm Athena to knock 
down infrastructure along the beach that was destroyed by Hurricane Sandy.  

In the wake of Hurricane Sandy, all the infrastructure along the beachfront was destroyed and the boardwalk 
was washed away.  

As a result, all the infrastructure had to be knocked down because they were structurally unsound, Mayor Matt 
Doherty said.  

Bill Young, borough administrator, said every building along the beach is gone, “but they will all be rebuilt.” 

When asked when the boardwalk and businesses will be rebuilt, Mr. Young said the boardwalk will be rebuilt 
by Memorial Day, although he is unsure when the businesses will be rebuilt. 

“It’s on our radar screen,” he added.  

Mayor Doherty said he does not believe the businesses will be rebuilt by this summer, but the borough is hoping 
for summer 2014. 

In the meantime, the mayor said, the borough is looking into having trailers for bathrooms and possibly putting 
temporary trailers along the beach for the businesses. Mayor Doherty said he is unsure whether the businesses 
or borough would pay for the trailers.  



As for the boardwalk, the mayor said it is important that it be rebuilt by Memorial Day for two reasons. For one, 
it is the “heart of the community” in many ways, as people go there to walk and socialize with others in the 
community.  

The boardwalk also serves as an important part in the borough’s economy. 

“Having a nice beach and boardwalk draws tourists during summer months,” he said.  

These tourists, he continued, in turn spend money at businesses, both in town and along the beach. 

“If we don’t have the boardwalk, there will be less tourists, less money for businesses, and they will deteriorate 
and suffer, and in turn that would have a negative impact on the rest of town, as well,” Mayor Doherty said, 
vowing that the beach will be open next summer. 

PRELIMINARY DAMAGE ASSESSMENT REPORT 

According to the New Jersey Office of Emergency Management’s preliminary damage assessment report, 6,000 
residents have been displaced — which basically represents the whole borough — five businesses have been 
destroyed and 3,000 homes have been affected by the hurricane, with 14 of those homes destroyed.  

The report also states that it will cost about $138 million to repair all damage in the borough. 

Mayor Doherty said this figure includes the boardwalk and beachfront, although he is unsure how much of that 
total figure represents the boardwalk and beachfront damage.  

	  


