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By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — While his house on Parkway was being destroyed by rising water when Hurricane Sandy hit 
over two weeks ago, a Lake Como resident and Belmar Water Rescue Team [WRT] member was out saving 
lives. 

Brian Allen, 20, wouldn’t have had it any other way.  

“I feel like I did the right thing,” he said. “If I was home throughout that storm, I’d want to be out saving people 
not in my house trapped.” 

Mr. Allen, along with the rest of the WRT, spent Oct. 29, the night of the hurricane, as well as several days after 
rescuing over 200 families from being trapped in their homes, which had been filled with water.  

While Mr. Allen has been an unofficial member of the WRT his whole life, he officially became a member in 
2009, he said.  

“It was a huge adrenaline rush,” he said, noting he made about 40 rescues. “It felt so good the next morning 
when you know you saved all these families. Belmar had no deaths or serious injuries. It’s great to be a part of 
that.” 

The next morning, Mr. Allen got word that his house on Parkway was in bad condition as a result of the water 
surges and lake overflowing. 



Mr. Allen said his parents stayed in his house because they knew that is where he and his sister, Courtney, 24, 
would find them.  

“My parents knew not to leave because we knew that is where to find them,” he said.  

When he reached his street, Mr. Allen said “it was like a bomb hit the street.” 

Mr. Allen reached his house and his parents, Margie and Bruce Allen, who stayed through the night in their 
two-story house. 

“When I saw [Brian], I just started crying,” Mrs. Allen said.  

Mrs. Allen recalled the night of the storm, saying “All of a sudden the water was pouring in our window and 
doors and everything,”  

She continued, “You hear all the time ‘it was too late to leave,’ but it happened so fast that it was too late to 
leave.” 

Mrs. Allen said she never thought the storm would be that bad, so she and her husband decided to stay because 
that is where their children would know to find them. 

The storm was scary, and Mrs. Allen was petrified, she said.  

“At one point you are laying in the bed like the old couple in the Titanic,” she said. “At one point we said 
goodbye to each other.” 

When asked if she thought she would see her son the next morning, Mrs. Allen said her husband, Bruce, kept 
telling her that “Brian is strong” and that she “will see him in the morning.” 

“But in the back of your mind you think I could lose everything and my children tonight,” Mrs. Allen said. 

Mrs. Allen said she is “a very lucky woman” as both her children came home.  

“All the other things can be replaced, although it will take time,” she said.  

Mr. Allen, the son, said seeing the destruction was upsetting, as the property has been in the Allen family since 
1905 and Mr. Allen has lived in the house his whole life.  

“All my memories are in that house and now we have to tear it down and start over,” he said.  

Mr. Allen said that does not matter in comparison to the fact his family and everyone is safe. 

“Everything’s materialistic,” he said. “You can replace it.” 

Mr. Allen signed up for the Navy about one year ago and was supposed to be deployed for basic training this 
fall, but it was pushed back, he said. 

“There was obviously a reason I was still here,” Mr. Allen said. “I helped save all those people.”  

He hopes he will be leaving for the Navy in February. He will be training to become an aviation rescue 
swimmer. 



“Everything I was doing was like an aviation rescue swimmer, except jumping out of a helicopter,” he said.  

	  


