
The Coast Star (11/15/2012): Fire Dept. asking 
community to help replenish gift pile 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Fire Department is asking the community to be Santa’s little helpers and help the fire 
department rebuild their gift pile. 

For the past 85 years or so, the Belmar Fire Department has sponsored the annual Belmar Fire Department 
Christmas Party for the children of Belmar at Belmar Elementary School, where they watch a movie, a 
magician and, at the end, Santa visits the children to hear their Christmas list as the fire department hands out 
presents. 

Damaso Jaime, captain of the Union Fire Company, said each year about 100 to 200 children attend the event, 
and about 300 to 400 gifts are handed out. 

When asked why the fire department sponsors the event annually, Mr. Jaime said, “It’s for the children. To see 
the smile on their faces.” 

Mr. Jaime, who grew up in Belmar, also said it is a longstanding tradition — one that he remembers going to as 
a child. 

However, this year, in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, the few hundred gifts that were stored at the Union Fire 
House, located at 900 E St., were destroyed by 3 to 4 feet of water. 

As a result, the fire department is starting from square one, and is looking to the community to help replenish 
the gift pile for the children. 

“We’re going to see if we can get some donations to replace what we lost,” Mr. Jaime said, noting the fire 
department usually pays for the gifts with money received from Belmar residents. “Either way we are going to 
do the event, but if we can get some help that would be nice and appreciated.”  

Those who would like to donate to the cause can do so by dropping off the gifts at the Goodwill Hose Firehouse 
at 610 Seventh Ave.  

The Christmas Party will be held from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 22 at Belmar Elementary School, 
1101 Main St., for all children in the borough 12 years of age or younger. 

	  


