
The Coast Star (11/15/2012): Belmar First Aid 
Squad looking for donations to help rebuild 

Estimated cost of project is between $150,000-$200,000 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — After years of serving the community, the Belmar First Aid Squad is looking to the community to 
help them rebuild after Hurricane Sandy. 

The first aid building, located on Ninth Avenue and D Street, sustained a lot of damage as the water rose about 
5 feet inside the building, said Fran Hines, director of Emergency Medical Services.  

“Everything inside is gone,” he said. 

The outside of the building also sustained some damage from the rain and water, he added. 

In addition, the first aid lost one of its ambulances, and is on the way to losing another, Mr. Hines said. 

 “We have one [ambulance] that is absolutely unusable and the second one is starting to fail,” he said, noting the 
two ambulances were out in the borough helping rescue people the night of the hurricane. Both of the 
ambulances sustained water damage — one to the point that it is now out of service and the other is “starting to 
act up electrically because of salt water,” Mr. Hines added.  

Now, the borough is looking to the community to help them rebuild — a project that could cost between 
$150,000 and $200,000, Mr. Hines said. This estimate does not include the cost to replace the ambulances, he 
said, adding that one ambulance costs about $150,000. The first aid is looking to the insurance company to help 
pay for the two ambulances, Mr. Hines added.  

“We’ve been helping the residents and visitors for 85 years and we’ve done it successfully for a long time,” he 
said. “We went to everyone in need and now it’s us who needs help.” 

For those who would like to donate to the cause, please send donations to the Belmar First Aid Squad, P.O. Box 
636, Belmar NJ 07719.  

	  


