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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Help has arrived. 

In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, which tore through the northeast on Oct. 29, many local, county and 
national groups have come to Belmar to help clean up. 

According to Bill Young, borough administrator, these groups include Broadco Property Restoration, a 
Michigan-based disaster recovery group that helped New Orleans clean its streets of water after Hurricane 
Katrina, Monmouth County Prosecutor’s Office officers, officers from Bergen County, local enforcement, the 
New Jersey National Guard, Maryland State Police and New Jersey State Police.  

Belmar’s priority was to “secure the town, get rid of the water and clean the streets,” Mr. Young said, noting 
that has been accomplished. 

After Hurricane Sandy hit, both Silver Lake and Lake Como overflowed tremendously, leaving many homes 
surrounding those two lakes underwater. 

In order to remove the water from the streets and lower the level of the lakes, Broadco Property Restoration and 
the borough brought in five pumps to Silver Lake — two, 6-inch pumps and three, 18-inch pumps — and four 
pumps to Lake Como — one, 6-inch pump; two, 12-inch pumps and one, 18-inch pump.  

According to Mike Ruppel, South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority executive director, the company is 
currently installing eight, 24-inch pumps to Lake Como to deal with the lake flooding again. 

“The lake is not draining, so this is a temporary solution to drain the lake,” he said, noting the company’s 
primary concern is further damage to the water treatment plant on 18th Avenue in Wall Township. 

Mr. Ruppel said the watershed, which is all the land that drains into the lake, is not draining. Then, the water 
shed fills with water, which means the treatment plant could be compromised. The watershed that runs into 
Lake Como is located near the treatment plant, he added.  

Mr. Young said, “The end game is to drain [Lake Como and Silver Lake] to mud as soon as possible. 

These measures are being taken as a precaution to the nor’easter that hit the Jersey Shore on Wednesday night 
and to collect any ground water that spread into the town.  

In addition to clearing the streets of water and lowering the level of the lakes, the borough also pumped water 
out of different establishments, such as the Belmar Arts Council, on River Road, and the Belmar Public Library, 
on 10th Avenue.  

Mr. Young also said as of Wednesday morning, the Department of Public Works has also pumped out 
approximately 475 basements. 

Mayor Matt Doherty said the borough is being “very aggressive about this recovery effort.” 



For those who would like to donate to the recovery effort of Belmar, please visit belmar.com/. 

	  


