
The Coast Star (11/15/2012): Michigan residents 
travel 800 miles to volunteer in New Jersey 

Stop in Belmar to volunteer at pet grooming event 

 

Robert Dougherty and his daughter, Kristen, 16, drove 800 miles, from where they live in Michigan to New Jersey to volunteer for one 
week. The duo volunteered in several places, including Belmar. Photo courtesy ROBERT DOUGHERTY 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — A father and daughter duo drove about 800 miles, from Michigan to New Jersey, to lend a helping 
hand to several New Jersey communities, including Belmar, that have been devastated by Hurricane Sandy.  

Robert Dougherty, of Holland, Michigan, and his daughter, Kristen, 16, both took off one week vacation from 
their work and school to help those in need. 

Mr. Dougherty grew up in Middlesex County and spent summers down the at Jersey Shore. 

 “So when I saw everything on TV, I decided to take a week’s vacation and come out to help wherever we can 
help,” he said. 

Throughout the week Mr. Dougherty and Kristen traveled up and down New Jersey, sorting through clothes and 
helping residents “shop” for what they needed in a warehouse in Sayreville, helping residents clean out homes 
in Toms River, helping a church prepare meals that would be delivered to residents in Brick and volunteered at 
a pet grooming event in Belmar [see related story].  

Mr. Dougherty said he and Lisa Correia, organizer of the pet grooming event, went to Piscataway High School 
together. He said they have not spoken in about 25 years, but were friends on Facebook. When he discovered 
she was doing a pet grooming event, which was posted on Facebook, he asked to help, he said.  

“It was actually uplifting to them,” Mr. Dougherty said about the pet grooming event, which was held on 
Sunday, Nov. 11.  

Mr. Dougherty said some of the animals who were groomed had been trapped in a house for days.  



“[People] just needed something good to happen,” he said. “Something like giving a dog a bath made some of 
these people cry.” 

Kristen, who is a junior in high school, said the pet grooming event was “so much fun.” 

“So many people have nothing and their lives have changed, and to be able to make it a little better meant the 
world,” she said, noting she thought the pet grooming event was nice because it remembered that it wasn’t just 
people who were affected by the storm, but also the animals.  

As for the whole week’s worth of volunteering, Kristen said she was excited to do it, as she also has a tie to 
New Jersey, like he father. She has been coming to New Jersey to visit family since she was a child, she said.  

Kristen said she has seen “all this stuff,” such as the pier in Seaside Heights, since she was a little child, and to 
see it all destroyed was “crazy.”  

Mr. Dougherty said it was also crazy to see all the destruction. 

“There are no words to describe [the destruction],” he said. “It’s mind boggling how big [the destruction] is. It 
kind of takes your breath away.” 

Mr. Dougherty added that “given that I used a week of my vacation and took my daughter out of school, it was 
probably one of the best spent vacation weeks I’ve ever taken.”  

When asked what it was like to see where he grew up destroyed, Mr. Dougherty said it won’t be the same.  

“All the things we knew growing up, like amusement parks and certain restaurants, most of them will probably 
not be built the same way,” he said. “So things will be a little different in the future. It will always be 
‘remember when.’” 

	  


