
The Coast Star (11/15/2012): Pets impacted by 
Hurricane Sandy pampered at pet grooming event 

 

Lisa Correia, organizer of the event, and other pet groomers donated their services to pampering dogs and cats in the area on 
Sunday, Nov. 11. Ms. Correia, who owns Bark N Purr Mobile Pet Salon in Toms River, hugs a bulldog at the event, which was held in 

Belmar. Photo courtesy BRIANNA RUDOLF 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Dogs and cats had a day of pampering on Sunday, Nov. 11 as several groomers came to the 
borough to groom pets, free of charge.  

Lisa Correia, event organizer, said she saw how devastated Belmar was and wanted to lend a helping hand. 

“I was hoping to bring a little sunshine in people’s lives,” she said. 

Ms. Correia said she was in Florida when Hurricane Sandy hit, but watched it unfold on television.  

When she got back to New Jersey, she got to work helping. For about one week she volunteered her time in 
Toms River at Toms River High School North, a shelter that was housing people and their pets, she said. But 
when that closed Ms. Correia looked elsewhere to volunteer and found Belmar. 

“It’s not about getting my name in the paper or notoriety,” Ms. Correia said. “It’s just about helping people...I 
have a specific set of talents and it’s nice to use them for good.” 



Ms. Correia owns Bark N Purr Mobile Pet Salon, a pet grooming business based in Toms River.  

On Sunday, Nov. 11, Ms. Correia and 10 other groomers stationed themselves in the borough and gave free 
grooming to cats and dogs.  

Ms. Correia said 67 dogs and cats were groomed throughout the day. 

“I wish we could have done more,” she said, but the mobile pet grooming units the groomers were using ran out 
of power and water. “We used the last bit of everything we had.” 

In addition to grooming, the groomers brought donations, such as pet food, treats and toys, as well as household 
cleaning supplies, sent from all across the country, Ms. Correia said. These donated items were available for 
residents to take for free. 

Marilyn Wainwright, of Barnegat, volunteered her pet grooming skills at the Belmar event. Ms. Wainwright 
owns A Purr-fect Paw Mobile Pet Grooming, in Barnegat. 

“It is great to help other people who are in need,” she said, adding that it is “just about giving back.” 

Ms. Wainwright said being cleaned up was good for the cats and dogs, as it allows them to feel good about 
themselves.  

There will be two more pet grooming events. One will be held at Hanlon’s K9, 2214 Route 36 West in Toms 
River, on Saturday, Nov. 17. The second event will be held at the Barnegat Animal Clinic, 530 N. Main St., in 
Barnegat, on Sunday, Nov. 18. Both events will begin at 10 a.m. 

	  


