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LAKE COMO — With the borough’s pump station out of commission and in a state of disrepair due to 
Hurricane Sandy’s wrath, South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] took quick action at its 
meeting on Nov. 8 to help restore the sewage system to full capacity. 

Currently, the borough has a “rudimentary” bypass system providing sewage service to the borough, said Mike 
Ruppel, SMRSA executive director. 

“[The temporary bypass system] is the weakest link of the system,” he said, and can “jeopardize the entire 
system,” which serves eight communities.  

Mr. Ruppel added that he has “no confidence” that the bypass system currently serving the town can run for an 
extended period of time.  

In order to find a solution to this problem, SMRSA passed a number of resolutions, giving the company the 
authority to reject the current bids SMRSA received for the bypass system, which the company planned on 
installing, hire a company to install the bypass system without going out to bid, and take quicker action to 
relocate the pump station.  

PUMP STATION HISTORY 

The pump station, located on the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway, here, was installed in the 1970s.  

However, after Hurricane Irene hit, in August 2011, and the pump station almost failed due to the lake 
overflowing, there was growing concern about the location of the pump station, which sits right next to Lake 
Como.  

“I think it was a poor place to site the pump station to begin with and the reasons why it was a poor selection are 
becoming more and more obvious,” Mr. Ruppel said. 

To eradicate this growing concern, SMRSA created a two part plan. 

The first part consisted of installing a temporary bypass system from the pump station to the flagpole on 
Parkway, which sits about halfway up the street. A bypass system would allow SMRSA to continue its service 
during inclement weather.  

SMRSA then planned on relocating the pump station to 1800 Parkway, which the company purchased in May 
for that purpose.  

Due to public outcry about the relocation project, SMRSA decided to hold off putting that portion of the project 
on its Capital Budget until Oct. 2013, enabling the borough to study residents’ concerns regarding flooding 
control measures.  

HURRICANE SANDY 



SMRSA had hoped the bypass system portion of the project would have already been under way when 
Hurricane Sandy hit on Oct. 29, although Mr. Ruppel said he was unsure if it would have been installed in time.  

However, with the bypass system not under construction and the wrath of Hurricane Sandy unleashed on the 
borough, SMRSA’s nightmare came true— the pump station had failed, leaving no service to the entire 
community for about five days.  

Hurricane Sandy, which unleashed high wind and huge tidal surges up and down the Jersey Shore, flooded Lake 
Como into the borough and left the pump station submerged in 5 to 6 feet of water.  

“With the exception of the building being there, [the pump station] is destroyed,” Mr. Ruppel said, noting the 
pump station is not usable. 

To make it worst, it took several days of pumping the lake, using multiple pumps brought in by several entities 
to recede the water from the streets into the lake.  

According to Mr. Ruppel, not having a bypass system unleashed approximately 2.9 million gallons of untreated 
waste water onto the streets and into homes and the lake.  

Once the water receded back into the lake, SMRSA was able to install a “rudimentary” temporary bypass 
system — a solution Mr. Ruppel said was “a very weak Band-Aid.”  

SMRSA MEETING 

In order to remediate the pressing issue in the borough, SMRSA passed three resolutions at its Nov. 8 meeting. 

The first resolution passed rejected all bids SMRSA received on Oct. 2 in relation to installing the temporary 
bypass system. Prior to the storm, SMRSA had put out bids to install the temporary bypass system — a project 
SMRSA’s engineer estimated would cost $515,000, Mr. Ruppel said, noting the company budgeted for 
$550,000. 

However, all five bids came in higher than expected.  

The lowest bid came in at $628,328 from Mazzara Trucking & Excavation Corp, in Wrightstown and the 
highest bid came in at $976,565 from Montana Construction, in Lodi.  

The second resolution passed allowed SMRSA to negotiate a deal without going out to bid for the Lake Como 
bypass system.  

Mr. Ruppel said the authority will reach out to about three contractors who regularly do “that type of work” and 
have the capability to install the bypass immediately. He said he is not sure what companies those are, yet.  

When SMRSA reaches out to these companies, which the company is expected to do next week, SMRSA will 
be preparing to install a temporary bypass system up to 18th Avenue, instead of halfway up Parkway to the 
flagpole. The bypass will most likely be located in front of or on 1800 Parkway, which the authority owns, Mr. 
Ruppel said. 

This will be done as a precautionary measure, since the lake overflowed pass the flagpole up to 18th Avenue 
during Hurricane Sandy, he said.  



The third resolution allowed SMRSA to go out to pre-selected engineer firms and negotiate with them the 
design of the new pump station, which will be located at 1800 Parkway. Mr. Ruppel did not say what firms the 
company is talking to, but he did say SMRSA is currently collecting the plans.  

“It’s a work in progress,” he said.  

Kevin Lynch, former borough councilman who is the SMRSA commissioner representing Lake Como, said the 
bypass project has been “emotional” for all on Parkway. Mr. Lynch is a resident of Parkway, himself.  

“The past 10 days have been emotional not only for our family but for all of us on Parkway,” he said. 

Mr. Lynch said he supported the Parkway Neighborhood Preservation group, a group formed by Parkway 
residents with the purpose of preserving the street, but what happened in the wake of Hurricane Sandy changed 
a lot of people’s minds.  

Robert Blasi, chairman of the authority, said he knows how much Parkway means to the community, but what 
needs to be done is urgent because it is a public health issue for the community, as well as SMRSA personnel.  

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

In August, SMRSA and Lake Como entered into an interlocal agreement over what infrastructure improvements 
would be done as part of the bypass project.  

Originally, the borough wanted to install new sanitary sewers, repave Parkway to the flagpole area and narrow 2 
feet on the eastern side of the street as part of the bypass project. The island to the north of the flagpole would 
have also been narrowed by 2 feet. In addition, the flagpole would be replaced and the trees would be removed 
and replaced.  

However, after residents spoke out against these improvements, the borough changed its plans, entering into the 
interlocal agreement that said that much. 

The interlocal agreement states that the Parkway island will be returned to its original dimensions and the five 
trees on the southern portion of the island, from North Boulevard to the flagpole, will be replaced.  

The improvements the borough approved in the agreement include replacing the sewer laterals that will be 
exposed due to the bypass project. Laterals are piping from each house to the main pipe, and the borough will 
be replacing the laterals from the main pipe to the sidewalk.  

In addition, the portion of Parkway being worked on will also be repaved and the curbing will be put back.  

At the Nov. 8 meeting, Mr. Ruppel said communication “allows for the continuation of the interlocal agreement 
with the borough, while recognizing time is of the essence.”  

He continued, “As long as the borough and SMRSA can make decisions quickly, the essence of the interlocal 
agreement will remain in tact.” 

If decisions cannot be made quickly, Mr. Ruppel said, “[SMRSA] will move forward.”  

Mayor Mike Ryan said the mayor and council will not get involved in what SMRSA has to do. 



“If residents don’t like it, they can go after SMRSA,” he said. “[The borough] will do what’s best for the 
residents and not just the given few.” 

	  


