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The Belmar-Wall-Juneau VFW Post 2620 held a ceremony on Sunday, Nov. 11 to pay tribute to all veterans. Photo by HALEY 
BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Council members, the mayor and residents gathered at Memorial Field on Sunday to pay tribute 
to all veterans.  

The service, which was held in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, combined two services — the annual 
Veteran’s Day service and the service to remember the four Belmar residents who died aboard the USS Juneau 
in 1942. 

Dan Moynihan, commander of Belmar-Wall-Junea VFW Post 2620, started the ceremony by thanking all those 
who came out to honor the veterans, especially considering all that has happened the past two weeks after 
Hurricane Sandy hit. 

 “On this day, forever consecrated to our heroic living and dead, we are assembled once again to express sincere 
reverence and thanks,” he said. “...Our presence here is in solemn commemoration of all these men and women 
both living and dead an expression of our tribute to their devotion to duty, to their courage and patriotism.”  

He continued, “By their services on land, on sea and in the air they have made us their debtors — for the flag of 
our nation still flies over a land of free people.” 

Mr. Moynihan’s opening remarks were followed by a prayer. Then veterans placed flowers at the bottom of the 
memorial, which is in honor of all the men and women who have served the country. 

The ceremony then strayed from its traditional service, by paying tribute to the four Belmar men who died 
aboard the USS Juneau on Nov. 13, 1942. The service is normally held on Nov. 13 each year, but due to the 
current circumstances in the borough, the service was held in conjunction with the Veteran’s Day service. 

“In one horrific incident the USS Cruiser Juneau blew in half and disappeared in 20 seconds,” Mr. Moynihan 
said, referring to the day the USS Juneau was torpedoed and sunk.  



Mr. Moynihan said only 10 men among the 710 crew members stationed on the Juneau had survived by the time 
rescue efforts ensued. All four men from Belmar — Francis Class, Alfred Ferruggiaro, Richard McConnell and 
Robert Sherman — died that day.  

“The USS Juneau and the crew upheld the highest tradition in the Navy while the odds were against her,” he 
said. 

Mr. Moynihan then talked about how VFW Post 2620 was instituted in 1945 and named in honor of the USS 
Juneau and the four men from Belmar. The post’s official name is the Belmar-Wall-Juneau VFW Post 2620.  

Again, Mr. Moynihan strayed from the regular service to honor the “new string of heroes that developed this 
past week” in Belmar. Those heroes, he said, are the first responders, volunteers and all those who helped the 
borough out.  

“I think we owe them a debt of gratitude,” he said.  

Mayor Matt Doherty then spoke about the “outstanding volunteers” who have helped Belmar.  

The mayor especially thanked the Belmar Water Rescue Team, who ended up saving over 200 families that 
were stuck as a result of the rising water during Hurricane Sandy.  

The mayor then thanked Mr. Moynihan and Post 2620 for holding the service, saying that it was what the 
community needed— a sense of normalcy.  

Mr. Moynihan concluded the service by pointing out the 14 trees surrounding the area, representing the 14 
Belmar residents who died during World War II. 

“Sadly, one [of the trees] was uprooted during the storm,” he said.  

Mr. Moynihan concluded, saying “Comrades in a silent land beyond, wherever your mortal remains may rest, 
these solemn services we hold in tribute to you and the veterans that live.”  

	  


