
The Coast Star (11/15/2012): Local firefighter 
marries in Goodwill Fire House 

Mayor Matt Doherty presides over wedding ceremony 

 

Jason Downing, a firefighter in the borough, and Angelina Roach were married this past Saturday at the Goodwill Hose Fire House, 
on Seventh Avenue, by Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty. Mr. Downing, who has been a firefighter with the Goodwill Hose Fire Company 

for almost two years, wanted to be married in front of the “old steamer,” which is an antique horse and buggy fire truck. Photo 
courtesy CHARLIE SHERMAN 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Amidst the rubble, displacement and devastation brought on since Hurricane Sandy hit the area 
more than two weeks ago, came a beam of light as a firefighter wedded his fiance in the borough this past 
Saturday, with the mayor performing the wedding ceremony.  

Jason Downing said “I do” to his fiance, Angelina Roach, in front of about 36 people at the Goodwill Fire 
House, 610 Seventh Ave., where he has been a firefighter for almost two years.  

Mr. Downing said they were supposed to be married on Halloween, Oct. 31, however that was postponed due to 
the hurricane.  

The couple was originally unsure when they would have their wedding, but then they decided, spur of the 
moment, to have it on Nov. 10, he said, noting that date is the Marine Corps birthday, which is another reason 
they decided to have it then. Mr. Downing served in the Marine Corps from 1990 to 2000.  

When asked why he wanted to have it at the firehouse, Mr. Downing said he wanted to have the ceremony in 
front of the “old steamer,” which is an antique horse and buggy fire truck.  

“Being in the firehouse and with everything going on,” he said. “Everyone needed a break... good coming out of 
something negative.” 



Mr. Downing said the ceremony was “overwhelming” due to the fact their immediate family, his firefighter 
family and the town family, including Mayor Matt Doherty who presided over the ceremony, were in 
attendance.  

Mayor Dohety said performing the ceremony was a “nice break” amidst the “chaos” and many tough decisions 
that have been made since Hurricane Sandy.  

“[The wedding] helped a lot of people as far as seeing something occur that didn’t have to get postponed 
because of Hurricane Sandy,” he said, noting life has been “put on hold” since the hurricane.  

Mr. Downing said the ceremony was unique, since the firefighters in attendance wore a tuxedo shirt, bunker 
pants, which are the pants firemen use, and helmets, and entered in a line of two.  

The firefighters then used Mr. Downing’s helmet as the ring holder, he said, by sticking the rings on his helmet.  

“It meant a lot,” Mr. Downing said. “Our brotherhood is so tight and close.”  

The bride and groom also did not wear the traditional wedding outfits, and when asked why, Mr. Downing said 
he and the other firefighters were on call, so they did not think it was appropriate to wear formal attire.  

Mr. and Mrs. Downing have not decided where or when they will have their honeymoon, yet. 

“We will wait until everything in Belmar is back to normal,” he said. Mr. and Mrs. Downing plan on “taking 
care of everyone in town before we even think about ourselves and going somewhere else.”  

	  


