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10th Avenue Freeze-Out event set to return
Nov. 30
Proceeds to help Lake Como, Belmar families still displaced by Sandy
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Thanksgiving weekend, once again, will not only be a time to be thankful, but will also be a time to
give back to neighbors as Belmar and Lake Como will participate in the 10th Avenue Freeze-Out: Rebuilding
Belmar event.

The event, which was named in honor of Bruce Springsteen’s song “Tenth Avenue Freeze-Out,” inspired by a
street in Belmar, began last year as a way to lift residents’ and businesses’ spirits in the wake of Hurricane
Sandy.

Between 5,000 and 10,000 people flocked to the area, raising more than $100,000 to help St. Rose High School,
which sustained extensive damage from Sandy, and local residents.

“We weren’t building them new houses, but emotionally I think it gave them a lift and showed them we
cared,” said Joe Davidson, event coordinator, regarding last year’s event.

Mr. Davidson, also known as DJ Jersey Joe, is a local DJ who has worked in many bars in the area.

This year’s event, which is slated for Nov. 30, will be similar to last, as it will help
Belmar and Lake Como residents still displaced from the storm.

“I don’t think anybody should be displaced for that long,” Mr. Davidson said. “It’s
disturbing that there are still families that are displaced a year later.”

While Mr. Davidson said he is unsure exactly what is going to be done for the families,
he did say he will communicate with the families’ respective towns to find out their
specific needs and work accordingly.

“We want to especially help them,” Mr. Davidson said. “It’s the holiday season.”

10th Avenue Freeze-Out: Rebuilding Belmar will essentially be a bar crawl, where participants are able to
travel from bar to bar in Lake Como and Belmar, enjoying food, beverages and camaraderie, while raising funds
for a good cause.

According to Mr. Davidson, all the bars in Lake Como and Belmar are participating.

Live entertainment will be provided at the bars by people such as the Joe Baracata Band, Pat Roddy Band, Mike
Dalton Band and several DJs.

Mr. Davidson said he would love to raise $100,000 again, but “we think that was something special and unique
with the timing of it last year.”

Realistically, Mr. Davidson said he would like to raise about $50,000.

“If we raise $100,000 again, God bless,” he said.

New to this year’s event will be a children’s party in Pyanoe Plaza, on Ninth Avenue and Main Street. The
children’s party will include free food, music, a clown and activities, such as face painting.
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“It’s Thanksgiving weekend, so we want to include family time,” Mr. Davidson said.

At 2 p.m., Mayor Matt Doherty will be saying a few words to kick off the adult portion of the event, Mr.
Davidson said.

Mayor Doherty said he looks forward to taking part in the Freeze-Out again and encourages people to come out
and spend Small Business Saturday in Belmar and Lake Como.

Beach badges, which act as tickets, cost $20 each and can be purchased at Stay Gold Cafe in Belmar from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 23; Tuesday, Nov. 26, at the Boathouse in Belmar from 6 p.m. until close; and
Friday, Nov. 29, at Bar Anticipation in Lake Como during happy hour from 4 to 8 p.m. Tickets will also be sold in
Pyanoe Plaza and at all of the participating bars the day of the event. Long-sleeved T-shirts can also be
purchased at these locations.

A beach badge will allow entrance into all the bars, as well as come with two drink chips and access to buffets.
By purchasing a beach badge, participants are also entered in a chance to win various door prizes.

One-hundred percent of the money raised will help the families still displaced in Belmar and Lake Como. All
gift cards donated will go to local churches to help those in need.

Mr. Davidson said in future years, the event will help raise funds for the needs and organizations like The
FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties.

For more information, contact Mr. Davidson at djjerseyjoe@hotmail.com.
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