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Local groups participate again in ‘Operation
Santa’
To send stockings to two units stationed in Afghanistan
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Local organizations have come together to take part in “Operation Santa,” and help deliver holiday
cheer and gifts, to many military members stationed abroad.

The American Legion Post 346, in Neptune, in conjunction with St. Rose Grammar School and the Belmar
Fishing Club, both in Belmar, have been working together to collect gifts that will be sent to two military units
in Afghanistan.

“The holidays can be a difficult time for deployed Marines, soldiers and other troops. For many of these young
men and women, this will be their first Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday away from home and family,” said
MC Fetherman, American Legion Post 346 member and first vice president of the auxillary.

“As we cannot replace being with their families, We are trying to bring them some comfort by providing a
touch of home,” Mrs. Fetherman said.

For the past several years, the American Legion has taken part in “Operation Santa,” a nationwide stocking
drive for service members abroad.

In the past, the American Legion has had members deployed, which they send their
gifts to, Mrs. Fetherman said. Mrs. Fetherman’s husband, Wil, served in the military
from 1989-2009.

But this year, there were no members deployed, so the American Legion decided to
participate in an “Operation Santa” effort with an American Legion Auxillary unit in
Maine, she said.

So, with the help of Belmar Fishing Club, St. Rose Grammar School, Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital, in New Brunswick, the Marine Academy of Science and
Technology, in Highlands, and others, the legion was able to put together 42 boxes

that will be sent to two units in Afghanistan.

The Belmar Fishing Club was in charge of the smaller unit, which has 65 people in it, while the rest of the
organizations were in charge of the larger unit, which has 150 people in it, Mrs. Fetherman said.

In total, 215 stockings were stuffed, one for each person in the two units, Mrs. Fetherman said. In addition,
DVDs, books, magazines, board games, footballs and more were sent, she said.

“The stockings were packed with love and filled to the brim with comfort foods,” she said.

Stephanie Engelstad, Belmar Fishing Club business manager, said the club has always supported the troops,
through events such as golf outings, so when the opportunity came along to participate in “Operation Santa,”
Ms. Engelstad “knew this would be a good fit for our club.”

“With complete generosity of our membership, we filled 26 boxes,” which includes 65 Christmas stockings
stuffed with items such as hand lotion, socks, chapsticks and candy, she said, noting each person will receive a
personal card thanking them for their service.
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“Knowing how hard the holiday season is for them, we just wanted them to know we appreciate everything
they do,” Ms. Engelstad said.
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