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Residents travel to NJ Transit meeting to
request ADA ramp
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — NJ Transit representatives are expected to meet with representatives from Belmar about adding an
Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA] accessible ramp to the Belmar Train Station, according to Councilwoman
Claire Deicke.

The meeting was planned after Councilwoman Deicke and two residents recently attended the NJ Transit Board
meeting to make presentations as to why the Belmar train station needs an ADA accessible ramp.

For the past several months, the borough’s ADA committee has been requesting that NJ Transit install a fully
compliant boarding ramp at the Belmar Train Station — with no luck. The efforts to get NJ Transit to install a
ramp include Councilwoman Deicke — who is chair of the borough’s ADA committee — writing a letter, and
Assemblymen Sean Kean and David Rible [R-30] offering their assistance to help Belmar secure the ramp.

“We’re very conscious of the needs of the handicapped here in Belmar, and this would just be an excellent
addition to what we are already doing,” which includes having cutaway curbs and programs for children with
special needs, Councilwoman Deicke said.

In a letter sent to Councilwoman Deicke in June, NJ Transit’s Thomas Clark wrote, “I want to assure you that
when funding can be identified to make ADA improvements” at the Belmar Train Station, NJ Transit will let
Belmar know. Mr. Clark is the regional manager, office of government and community relations for NJ Transit.

To make another plea to NJ Transit, and hopefully convince them that Belmar needs
an ADA compliant ramp, Councilwoman Deicke and Councilwoman-elect Janis Keown-
Blackburn and resident Brendan Read traveled to Newark recently to attend the NJ
Transit meeting on Nov. 13. Councilwoman-elect Keown-Blackburn will replace
Councilwoman Deicke on the Belmar Council beginning in January, after
Councilwoman Deicke decided not to seek re-election.

“We wouldn’t let it die,” Councilwoman Deicke said about getting an ADA accessible
ramp at the Belmar train station.

At the meeting, both Councilwoman Deicke and Mr. Read spoke.

Councilwoman Deicke said she spoke about how there is “no train station with an accessible ramp in our
legislative district.”

She also spoke about Belmar’s weekday ridership of 305 people, and the increased number of riders in the
summer months, both of which are reasons that Belmar’s request should be considered, the councilwoman said.

“Also, in light of what we experienced with Hurricane Sandy or a similar emergency, it makes sense to provide
a means of evacuation at the train station for individuals with mobility issues,” she said.

Mr. Read spoke about how many people have difficulty accessing the train at the Belmar train station.

“We are all one step away from being disabled, or at the very least, experience so much pain to make using
train staircases very painful if not impossible,” Mr. Read said.

“But it isn’t just the so-called able-bodied who have difficulties with train staircases,” he said, noting families
with strollers and beach gear have a difficult time getting on and off the train, too.
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According to Councilwoman Deicke, after the meeting, a NJ Transit representative reached out about arranging
a meeting with representatives from Belmar to discuss the ramp.

“I don’t know where it’s going to go from here,” but the meeting is a “good indication for the future,” she
said.

No meeting date has been scheduled yet.

John Durso, NJ Transit spokesman, said “we appreciate and share the community’s desire to make Belmar
accessible for customers who want to use the station. When funding can be identified to make ADA
improvements at the Belmar train station, we will certainly include Belmar officials and residents in the
improvement project.”
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