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Lake Como discussing possibility of
switching water companies
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The borough is talking about switching water suppliers, Councilman Kevin Higgins announced at
Monday night’s council meeting.

The councilman is liaison to the water and sewer committee.

For over one year now, parts of town have been experiencing discolored water.

After several unsuccessful attempts at remedying the issue and several meetings with NJ American Water
Company, who supplies Lake Como with water throughout the year, the borough turned its focus to improving
the aging pipes, with the first step being to eliminate the dead ends in the system.

To do that, the borough recently awarded a contract to Cardinal Contracting Company, in Southampton, to loop
the dead end water mains.

However, in light of what happened in Avon, which also uses NJ American Water
Company, the borough is, once again, looking at NJ American Water Company as a
possible reason for the discolored water.

Avon, who uses NJ American Water for half a year and switches to its own water
supply for the remainder of the year, had clear water during the summer, which is
when it uses its own water supply. However, when the borough recently made the
switch back to NJ American Water Company, its discolored water issue resurfaced.

In light of this information, Lake Como is “having a serious discussion” about
switching to a water company that does not use the chemical NJ American Water

Company does.

In June 2012, NJ American Water Company changed the chemical it uses to treat its water from chlorine to
chloramine, which was approved by the Department of Environmental Protection [DEP].

Avon borough administrator Tim Gallagher believes his town’s issue stems from the chloramine.

Councilman Higgins believes chloramine has something to do with the water issue, too.

“We have no proof that chloramine is causing these problems, but because of the clarity of the Avon water
during the summer, which had no chloramine, I tend to believe the chemical has something to do with it,”
Councilman Higgins said.

While no decision has been made as to whether the borough will switch water companies, Councilman Higgins
said if a change does occur it would probably happen once Lake Como’s contract with NJ American Water
Company ends.

The contract ends July 2015.

In the meantime, the borough is still moving forward with looping the dead end water mains in town. The dead
ends are on Ripley and Woolley Lanes and Briarwood Terrace.

The contract with Cardinal Contracting Company will loop the dead ends on Ripley Lane and Briarwood Terrace,
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said Louise Mekosh, borough administrator. The dead end on Woolley Lane is not being addressed at this time
because the borough did not receive the necessary easement needed to do the work, she said.

“Whether it’s going to help, it’s something that needed to be done” to improve the integrity of the town’s
infrastructure, Councilman Higgins said.

Richard Barnes, external affairs manager for New Jersey American Water, said “when our water hits the
interconnect at Lake Como it’s clear, it’s clean” and it meets state and federal standards.

Residents experiencing the discolored water can come to borough hall to pick up water. The water was donated
by ShopRite. Those interested, should bring a sample of their water to prove it is discolored.
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