
The Coast Star (11/22/2012): Bars set to take part in 
‘10th Avenue Freeze-Out’ 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Bruce Springsteen’s “10th Avenue Freeze-Out,” a song inspired by a street in the borough, has 
now become inspiration for an event to benefit the borough — “10th Avenue Freeze-Out:” Rebuilding Belmar. 

Joe Davidson, event organizer, said “10th Avenue Freeze-Out:” Rebuilding Belmar is a town-wide event with 
Belmar and Lake Como, where bars, restaurants and shops have come together to raise money for the local 
families in Belmar and Lake Como affected by Hurricane Sandy. Mr. Davidson, also known as DJ Jersey Joe, 
has worked in many local bars.  

“One-hundred percent of the money raised will be used to help stimulate businesses and restaurants in the area, 
and at the same time help those most affected,” Mr. Davidson said. Money raised will be used to purchase gift 
cards from all the local businesses and will be distributed to those most affected by the superstorm, he said.  

The event will begin with an opening ceremony at 2 p.m. at Pyanoe Plaza, Ninth Avenue and Main Street.  

“If they can make it to that, it will put the whole day in perspective,” as the ceremony will be thanking 
volunteers for all they have done since the storm hit the area, Mr. Davidson said.  

Politicians, such as Mayor Matt Doherty and Sen. Sean Kean [R-30], will be speaking, although, Mr. Davidson 
stressed, this is not politically driven.  

Live entertainment will be provided by Pat Roddy, who will be singing two Bruce Springsteen songs, “My City 
of Ruins” and “10th Avenue Freeze-Out.” Cari Fletcher, of Wall, who was on “The X-Factor,” will be singing 
the national anthem and “To Make You Feel My Love” by Bob Dylan. Wall’s Jessica Charlotte Poland, also 
known as “Charlotte Sometimes” who was on “The Voice,” will be singing “America the Beautiful” and 
another song, although that song is unknown at this time. Mike Dalton, of Brick, will be singing “Home” by 
Phillip Phillips.  

Coffee and hot chocolate donated by Starbucks, as well as bagels donated by Belmar Bagels, located in the 
Belmar Plaza, will be available from 1 to 3 p.m. the day of the event in Pyanoe Plaza.  

Mr. Davidson said he thinks thousands of people will be in Belmar for the event, with all bars and restaurants in 
Lake Como and Belmar participating. 

“It’s become a much bigger movement than I thought. It’s unbelievable,” he said, noting people have reached 
out from all over the country to purchase a ticket for the event.  

Billy Smith, manager of PK’s Shamrock Pub in Lake Como, said the event is important for two reasons: It 
allows people to have a sense of normalcy and it also gets the bars up and running. 

“It’s good to get people back in the swing of normality, even though we are not normal,” he said. 

Matt Harmon, co-owner of The Boathouse and 507 Main, both in Belmar, said he likes his businesses to be 
involved in fundraisers. 



“There are a lot of people who are still hurting, and we are among them as business owners, but if we can be 
involved in something like this, it is a win-win for everybody,” he said, noting his establishments will be 
hosting a benefit the following weekend, Nov. 30 to Dec. 2. 

Restaurants will be providing food for the bars, which will be included in buffet form at each location. The bars 
will also be contributing food to the buffet.  

Live entertainment will be provided at each bar location.  

When asked why this event is important, Mr. Davidson said it shows a message that “Belmar is alive.”  

“Main Street is alive and kicking,” he said. “We were slowed down for a couple weeks … but we have to be 
ready for next summer and keep taking leaps forward.”  

For those who would like to purchase a ticket ahead of time, visit www.rebuildbelmarnj.com. Tickets will also 
be sold the day of the event, starting at 1 p.m. Tickets, which are in the shape of beach badges, are available for 
$20 and includes two free drink tickets, free buffet and free admission to all participating bars. The event runs 
from 2 to 8 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 24.  

T-shirts will also be available throughout the boroughs the day of the event, on Nov. 24, with 100 percent of the 
profits going to St. Rose High School. The T-shirts, which have the “10th Avenue Freeze-Out” logo, cost $15. 

	  


