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Stacey McManus [from left], Sharon O’Donnell and Carol Wheat, all from Brielle and all St. Rose alumnae, attended the annual 
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of the Jersey Shore Fall Dinner Dance on Friday, Nov. 16. The Friendly Sons raised money at the annual 
dance to benefit the St. Rose schools and the FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS 
GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Friendly Sons of St. Patrick of the Jersey Shore held its annual dinner dance last Friday with 
a little twist. 

The Annual Fall Dinner Dance is normally a social night out for Friendly Sons members, but this year, in light 
of Hurricane Sandy, the dance also served as a fundraiser for the St. Rose schools, in Belmar, and the FoodBank 
of Monmouth and Ocean Counties.  

Susan Lavin, executive secretary of the Friendly Sons, said “President Pat Scanlon didn’t think it was 
appropriate to have a social event with all the misery around us. So he wanted to see if we could make it an 
event to benefit those who need it.” 

About 200 people attended the event, which was held at Doolan’s Shore Club in Spring Lake Heights, Ms. 
Lavin said. 

Pat Scanlon, president of the Friendly Sons, said the event is normally a social night out for members and also 
serves as a way to honor the organization’s current president.  

“But we felt given the horrific impact of Hurricane Sandy on the community that we needed to turn it into a 
fundraiser and make it a meaningful night out for everybody involved,” he said. 

Mr. Scanlon said the event raised over $20,000, with the money going to St. Rose schools and the FoodBank of 
Monmouth and Ocean Counties. 

“Everybody got behind it and took ownership of it,” he said. “From the Friendly Sons standpoint, it is a great 
way to hold an event and raise money for a few meaningful charities.” 

	  


