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BELMAR — Since Hurricane Sandy hit late last month, Belmar Elementary School [BES] has been trying to 
help students, their families and the community at large clean up and return to a sense of normalcy.  

During the two weeks that school was closed, about 150 people from both BES and other communities met at 
the school each morning to receive work assignments that included mucking out flooded homes, debris removal 
and serving lunch to students and families each afternoon.  

And even though school has reopened, relief efforts have not ceased. 

Since school reopened on Nov. 12, the school is now focusing on assisting those students and families who have 
been affected.  

According to Lisa Hannah, assistant principal and director of curriculum, there are several relief efforts the 
school is coordinating that are focusing on the upcoming holiday season. These efforts are being organized by 
the newly formed Sandy Relief Committee at the school, she said.  

Ms. Hannah said BES families filled out a needs assessment, where those who suffered loss from the storm 
informed the school about food, clothes, basic necessities and long term items that have been lost, such as 
musical instruments and school supplies. 

Since then, the school has continued to fill the needs of those families by supplying donated items to them, said 
Jennifer Cozzarelli, the school’s guidance counselor and chairperson of the Sandy Relief Committee.  

With the information from the assessment, the school has also created several relief efforts to help families 
through the holidays.  

Based on the assessment form, Ms. Hannah said, the school delivered food baskets to school families in need 
from Lake Como and Belmar for Thanksgiving on Wednesday. The baskets included fundamental basics for a 
Thanksgiving meal, including a turkey, stuffing and mashed potatoes. The 70 baskets were donated by the 
Squan Strong organization, a newly formed nonprofit that looks to help those affected after the storm.  

To help make Christmas easier, the school has coordinated two relief efforts: a toy drive, which will help create 
family gift bags for those affected by the storm and a holiday gift shop for the students. 

Items for the family gift baskets will be sorted and given to families based on the needs assessment, Ms. 
Hannah said, while the holiday gift shop will be for all students, whether they filled out the assessment or not.  

On Dec. 18, each student will be given two vouchers, which enables the student to shop for two people, she 
said, noting the students do not have to pay for the gifts as they are donated items. The students will then wrap 
the gifts in the classroom, where hot chocolate and cookies will be provided. 

Ms. Hannah said since the hurricane hit the area, the community has seen an outpour of support from all over 
the country. This, she said, has only been magnified by the recent PBS segment on the school and its volunteer 
efforts. The segment aired on Nov. 12.  



Carla Glawe, principal of Olney Elementary School in Olney, MD, said her school wanted to adopt a school in 
New Jersey or New York after Hurricane Sandy hit late last month. 

Someone in Basking Ridge suggested BES, she said, and after Ms. Glawe saw the devastation in Belmar, she 
decided BES would be the adopted school.  

Ms. Glawe reached out to Ms. Hannah, who told her what the school needed.  

And now that they know what is needed, Olney Elementary School, its students and the surrounding community 
are banding together to get toys, gifts, gift cards and anything else that is needed for BES.  

“In this day and age it’s not only important to teach kids about reading and math, but also teach kids about 
helping each other and collectively work to be good citizens,” she said.  

Once the school has collected what is needed, representatives from the school will deliver the goods to BES on 
Dec. 1, Ms. Glawe said.  

Ms. Hannah said she believes that through everything that has transpired the past few weeks, there’s a message 
that can be passed along to the children.  

“There’s always an opportunity to help others and provide service for others,” she said. “Sometimes in our 
lowest moments and in our most challenging times, we see the best face of humanity.”  

She continued, “And we’ve certainly seen that, and I think our children see that, too.” 

Those who would like to donate, may contact Stephanie Travers, who is leading the toy drive and gift 
donations, to find out what is needed at travers@belmar.k12.nj.us. Sporting goods are especially in need to help 
set up the holiday shop for the students.  

The school is accepting new, unwrapped toys for children ages 4 to 14 from Dec. 3-14. Drop off donations at 
the school during school hours or contact Ms. Travers.  

	  


