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BELMAR — Thanksgiving is a time to give thanks for everything one has, but in the wake of 
Hurricane Sandy — when many people have lost most or all possessions — what one has to be 
thankful for might not be as clear as in previous years. 

But the Boathouse Bar & Grill, on Main Street, is looking to help the community remember what 
it has to be thankful for, as the restaurant will be serving a free buffet today for Thanksgiving. 

Matt Harmon, co-owner of the Boathouse and 507 Main, both in Belmar, said the restaurant is 
looking to serve as many people as it can. 

The buffet will be “nothing super elegant, but it will cover the basic stuff,” such as turkey, 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, a vegetable, rolls, salad and a dessert, he said.  

“If we get 30 people that is great. If we get 80 to 90 people that is great, too,” Mr. Harmon said. 
“It’s really there for anybody who needs it.” 

When asked why the Boathouse is opening its door for the community, Mr. Harmon said, “take a 
look around.” 

“People are struggling right now and, business-wise, we are probably among those who have 
been really affected by it, but if we can reach out and help some people and get the community 
back up and rolling a bit, it will pay for itself,” he said.  

The Boathouse, located at 1309 Main St., will be opening its doors today from 12 to 4 p.m. The 
bar will re-open at 8 p.m. The buffet and soft drinks are free of charge for the community. 
Alcohol will be available for purchase. 

Reservations are preferred, and can be made by calling 732-681-5221 or by emailing Mr. 
Harmon at harmonbars@verizon.net. 

	  


