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BELMAR — The Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh [FSOS] is asking the local community to brighten up a 
family’s day by donating toys to a good cause. 

The annual toy drive allows children, whose families might not be as fortunate as others, to have a Christmas 
filled with joy and toys, said John Carr, FSOS member and toy drive chairman.  

“We do what we can to try to help out and make everybody’s holiday season and Christmas enjoyable,” he said.  

Each year the FSOS is able to fill a 48-foot tractor trailer, “from front to back and top to bottom,” full of toys, 
Mr. Carr said.  

That is about $75,000 to $100,000 in donated toys, and an additional $10,000 worth of toys that have been 
purchased with money donated to the cause, he said. 

These toys are then donated to places such as local churches, local families and the pediatric unit at Jersey 
Shore University Medical Center in Neptune, Mr. Carr said. 

However, in light of recent events and the devastation Hurricane Sandy left behind, FSOS is keeping this year’s 
toy drive more local by providing toys for families affected by the storm, he said.  

Those who would like to donate toys for the cause can do so by dropping them off at one of many locations in 
Belmar, including the FSOS building, 815 16th Ave. Taylor Hardware, on Main Street, Dunkin Donuts, on 
Main Street, Federico’s, on the corner of Main and Seventh Avenue, and Delia’s Mane Street, on Main Street. 
Drop off boxes are also located at Bar Anticipation, on 16th Avenue in Lake Como, and several Central Jersey 
Bank locations. These locations are Belmar, Bradley Beach, Neptune, Spring Lake Heights and Sea Girt.  

For those who would like to make a monetary contribution, please send donations to FSOS/Toy Drive, P.O. 
Box 148, Belmar, 07719.  

Any business or organization interested in having a collection box can contact 732-681-7576. 

Collection boxes will be placed in businesses and organizations after Thanksgiving.  

The presents will be delivered on Dec. 18, Mr. Carr said, noting the club will probably be delivering presents 
well into January. 

	  


