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BELMAR — The St. Rose Grammar School community has come together in the wake of Hurricane Sandy to 
help families who have been directly affected by the storm.  

Jennifer Tallarico, a member of the Parent Teacher Association and alumni of St. Rose schools, said the relief 
effort started over social media, and soon became a large undertaking that helped about 20 St. Rose families.  

“The use of our social media and our email connections among St. Rose Grammar School's community really 
jump started this relief effort,” she said. “Parents knew they wanted to help in any way they possibly could.” 

And once people started posting on social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter about the need of basic 
items, the St. Rose community knew how they would help.  

On Thursday, Nov. 8, the St. Rose Grammar School started collecting items, such as clothes, baby products, 
cleaning supplies and bedding, and stored them in the school’s annex, located on Seventh Avenue, Ms. 
Tallarico said. Then, on Nov. 10, local families were able to donate to the cause by dropping off items at the 
annex. The next day, on Nov. 11, St. Rose families in need were able to come to get what they needed, and 
those who could not show up had items dropped where they were staying, she said.  

In addition, furniture was donated to those families who are now renting homes as a result of the storm, Ms. 
Tallarico said, noting the furniture was not stored at the annex. Instead, through social media, parents were able 
to coordinate furniture donations and drop off the items to the rental home, she said.  

In all, about 20 families were helped, Ms. Tallarico said. 

Items, such as clothes and baby items, were donated to the St. Vincent de Paul Society after the school got word 
that the society was in need of such items, she said. St. Vincent de Paul Society is an international Catholic 
organization that provides needs for individuals and families. 

When asked about St. Rose in the wake of the hurricane, Bill Roberts, St. Rose Grammar School principal, said 
“the spirit of St. Rose was challenged by Hurricane Sandy, but it responded with an outpouring of contributions, 
help and prayers, and it is stronger than ever.” 

St. Rose Grammar School is no longer accepting donations of items, however, for those who would like to 
donate gift cards or anything for the upcoming holiday season, contact St. Rose Grammar School at 732-681-
5555 or email the school’s principal, Bill Roberts, at wroberts@srgs.org. 

	  


