
The Coast Star (11/22/2012): Turtles, fish found in 
St. Rose High School 

Those animals that were alive were returned to their natural habitat 

 

Five turtles and 800 pounds of fish were found in St. Rose High School after Hurricane Sandy tore through the area late last month. 
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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — When St. Rose High School opened its doors soon after Hurricane Sandy had passed, officials 
were surprised to learn what the hurricane had left behind — turtles and fish roaming the school. 

Within the high school’s walls were five turtles and about 800 pounds of fish, said Coral Butler Brooks, director 
of institutional advancement at the school. 

Ms. Brooks said the five turtles were all alive when they were found by Broadco Property Restoration, while 
only some of the fish made it through the storm. Broadco Property Restoration, based in Michigan, was in 
charge of disaster recovery and remediation in the borough.  

Bob Schoelkopf, founding director of the Marine Mammal Stranding Center in Brigantine, said the turtles were 
diamondback terrapin turtles, which are native to New Jersey. The Marine Mammal Stranding Center did not 
deal with the turtles, he said, but he knows what kind of turtle they were because the center was sent a picture, 
he said, noting the center deals with sea turtles.  



Soon after they were found, those fish that were alive and all five turtles were returned to their natural habitat, 
Ms. Brooks said, noting the largest turtle was 18 inches in diameter.  

The turtles found in the school sparked interesting discussion as some are saying the high school finally found 
its mascot in a sea turtle, Ms. Brooks said. Currently, St. Rose High School students are Purple Roses.  

“St. Rose is definitely a family and I think this is the way we are moving forward — with humor,” she said.  

Ms. Brooks said the school still has to see what the Alumni Association has to say about the issue, though, 
before any decisions are made. 

St. Rose is also taking the humor a little bit further as the high school is talking about putting a water mark in 
the cafeteria where the water rose to as a reminder of what happened, she said, noting the water mark would be 
at 9 feet.  

“I think that growing up, with all of us living at the beach, we forgot how powerful the ocean is,” she said. “ … 
It was traumatic to see the destruction, but at the same time I’m confident that the St. Rose community is so 
strong. We will work together and be stronger as a result of the storm.” 

	  


