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at the positive after Hurricane Sandy 

 

The Taylor’s home, located on Parkway in Lake Como, was deemed uninhabitable after Hurricane Sandy left feet of water inside and 
knocked the house off its foundation. The house is expected to be knocked down and rebuilt. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS 

GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Many of those in attendance at the Nov. 20 council meeting got teary-eyed as one Parkway 
resident stood before the council and those in attendance to thank everyone for all their efforts during and after 
Hurricane Sandy. 

Dawn Taylor, whose house on Parkway was destroyed by the hurricane, looked around the room at the meeting 
and said to everyone, “You’ve touched my heart in one way or another.” 

She continued, “Thank you from the bottom of my heart.” 

Mrs. Taylor is the third-generation owner of the Parkway property and visited it during her childhood before she 
moved there more than 20 years ago.  

It is where she lived when she got married and where she was raising her children, Jerry III, 16, and Aubrey, 12, 
with her husband, Jerry Jr. 

And it is where most of her memories throughout her life were stored— that is, until the storm hit, knocking her 
house off its foundation. 

The water surge reached about 4 feet outside her house and a few feet inside, damaging most of the Taylors’ 
possessions inside the one-story bungalow, Mrs. Taylor said.  

Mrs. Taylor and her family evacuated to a family member’s home in Brick before the storm, but did not take 
many possessions, she said. Instead, they placed items up high, she added. 

“There was no ‘up high’ enough in my house,” Mrs. Taylor said. “Everything fell.”  



When Mr. and Mrs. Taylor returned to their house a few days after the storm, they found most of their 
belongings soaked in the water that had not yet receded from their house, Mrs. Taylor said.  

Mrs. Taylor said while her family was able to recover some of its possessions, most had to be “let go.” 

One item Mrs. Taylor thought she lost, but didn’t as it was among the possession she took when her family 
evacuated, was a prayer book her mother, Evelyn, carried down the isle with her when she married Mrs. 
Taylor’s father, Bill Wilson. It is the same book that Mrs. Taylor carried down the isle when she married Mr. 
Taylor, she said.  

Mrs. Taylor said pictures she had painted on the wall, which she called “precious moments,” were also saved as 
her husband had cut them out of the walls.  

Other items, such as some pictures, some of her husband’s fishing supplies and her daughter’s jewelry box and 
perfume were saved, too. 

However, other items she cherished were not as lucky, such as her mother’s jewelry box, which had sustained 
water damage.  

“Like so many other things, it was just tossed aside,” she said, noting she did recover the jewelry inside the box. 

Other items her parents had created, such as afghans her mother made, a hope chest, items her mother knitted or 
crocheted, and a cabinet her father built to put the hallowed-out eggs her mother decorated, were all destroyed, 
Mrs. Taylor said. Artwork her children had created over the years was also destroyed, she said. 

“All the things you look at, you realize your family history is who you are,” she said. 

Yet, through everything that she and her family have endured over the past month, Mrs. Taylor remains 
positive. 

There was “so much lost,” she said. “But, I am grateful we recovered some things and I’m grateful for what we 
have.”  

She is especially grateful for all the “countless people” who helped her family since the storm, which includes 
help from friends and family, strangers, volunteers, the borough, Belmar Elementary School and Manasquan 
High School.  

“It stinks losing your house, but to find out in your lifetime how many people specifically care about you … is 
so overwhelmingly beautiful that you can’t help but smile,” Mrs. Taylor said.  

Mrs. Taylor said the magnitude of the storm is only matched by the magnitude of those who help, which is why 
she has taken to helping others during this time.  

“I can complain, but if I can help someone else along the way I’d rather do that,” she said.  

Louise Mekosh, Lake Como borough administrator, said Mrs. Taylor always helps out, even prior to the storm.  

But even during the storm, as the Taylors lost most of their possessions and home, Mrs. Taylor was helping the 
borough in “any way she could,” Ms. Mekosh said.  



“I think she’s an amazing person,” she said. “She’s someone who lost everything and even though she lost 
everything, she still came to us and said, ‘What can I do to help others?’ It says a lot about her.”  

Mrs. Taylor said there is a lot of goodness in people. 

“It is such a blessing to see [it] in our lifetime and to have friends share in the hardest times,” she said. 

Mrs. Taylor added, “it’s hard to think of the bad when there are so many people doing good.”  

The Taylor house on Parkway is slated to be torn down, and the family hopes to rebuild “with God’s help,” 
Mrs. Taylor said.  

“I need to look into how that is possible with very little money,” she said, noting the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency [FEMA] gave the family a little more than $30,000.  

While that money will help, Mrs. Taylor said, “it can’t rebuild a house that was taken out by the water.” 

The Taylor family is currently staying in Brick with family. 

Lake Como has established the Lake Como Relief Fund to help residents like the Taylor family get through this 
trying time. To donate, visit www.lakecomonj.com/.  

	  


