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BELMAR — Students from a school thousands of miles away sent words of encouragement to Belmar 
Elementary students, since the students had experienced something similar about seven years ago when 
Hurricane Katrina hit.  

After Hurricane Katrina hit in 2005, students from the Coast Episcopal School, in Long Beach, Miss., created a 
book, “Story of a Storm: A Book About Hurricane Katrina,” about their experience with the devastating storm.  

The book was done as a way to express what the students had gone through, said The Rev. Liz Jones, the 
school’s headmaster.  

About 93 percent of the school’s families had lost everything, she said, but the school was not damaged.  

According to Colette Weber, the fifth and sixth grade language arts and history teacher at the Coast Episcopal 
School, the book features a collage made by students of the school and a group story about their experience.  

When Hurricane Sandy hit the Jersey Shore late last month, the Coast Episcopal School decided to help Belmar 
Elementary School [BES] after the school’s headmaster saw BES on television, said Kelly Duffy, assistant 
headmaster at the Coast Episcopal School.  

The school especially wanted to help out BES since the Borough of Belmar helped Pass Christian, Miss. — a 
town located near the school — in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, Ms. Duffy said.  

Since the Coast Episcopal School felt connected to Belmar Elementary and what its students had experienced, 
the school decided to send 588 books, one for each student, to BES.  

One-hundred and sixty nine of those books have letters written from the fifth and sixth grade classes in the 
episcopal school to those displaced from their homes and those most impacted by the storm at Belmar 
Elementary, detailing their personal stories of their homes and writing words of encouragement.  

Jenny Moore, who holds an administrative position at the Coast Episcopal School, said the students wrote 
letters because “they know how it feels to lose everything.”  

“We understand how it feels. We know how it feels to lose everything and the desperation they feel,” she said. 
“...We want [the children] to be able to open up a book and see that there are other children who have gone 
through this experience.”  

Lisa Hannah, assistant principal and director of curriculum at Belmar Elementary, said “there is something very 
relatable and passionate about this donation that makes it unique” as it is from children of Hurricane Katrina to 
children of Hurricane Sandy. 

“No one speaks to children like other children,” she said.  

The sixth graders from the Coast Episcopal School are hoping to take the book donations a step further and 
become pen pals with the Belmar Elementary sixth-grade class.  



“The students want to do it because the sixth graders here have been through the exact same thing,” Ms. Weber 
said, noting the students want to do it as a way to show support.  

Ms. Hannah said the school will “explore the possibility” of becoming pen pals with students from Coast 
Episcopal School. But before they can become pen pals, Belmar Elementary would like to talk to the school’s 
crisis intervention team to make sure it will be beneficial to the students, and not hurt them in any way by 
retelling their experiences.  

The books have arrived at Belmar Elementary and will be distributed this week.  

Below is one of the letters written, verbatim, by sixth-grader Margaret Spencer White, 12, who attends the 
Coast Episcopal School, to a Belmar Elementary student: 

Hello, 

I am very sorry for all your losses. In 2005, when Hurricane Katrina hit, I was living in Jackson, Mississippi. It 
was raining and my family and I were watching the news in my livingroom. I was so scared! Then the power 
went out. The next morning, we went outside, and a large tree limb had fallen on my step-father’s truck. The 
power was still out, and it was almost 100 degrees Farenheit outside and inside. Although it was tough, we 
made it through. My family and I will keep you in our hearts and our prayers. God bless you!  

	  


