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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — When Hurricane Sandy ravaged through the Northeast late last month, it halted plans for 
Belmar’s first museum and history room — just five days shy of its opening. 

“It’s absolutely heartbreaking,” said Naomi Reissner, Belmar Historical Society [BHS] president.  

For the past six to seven years the BHS has been going through Belmar memorabilia and artifacts and 
cataloging them, Ms. Reissner said. And for the past year or so, since the borough donated space at the Union 
Firehouse, located at 900 E St., for the museum, the BHS has been working diligently to get the museum up and 
running, she said. 

“We spent a lot of money that has now all been destroyed,” Ms. Reissner said about all the renovations the BHS 
paid for on interior repairs.  

But with about two- and one-half feet of water in the building as a result of the hurricane, the BHS lost more 
than just the space.  

Ms. Reissner said the BHS has not taken inventory on what has been lost, but, “I know we saved more than we 
lost.” 

The BHS lost some old newspaper clippings, including some of their The Coast Advertiser collection, which 
was a weekly paper that primarily covered Belmar, but also reported on some regional and state issues, she said, 
noting that a portion of The Coast Advertiser had been converted to microfilm. The microfilm had gotten wet 
during the hurricane, but Innovative Document Imaging, based in East Brunswick, is helping to dry the 
microfilm out, she said.  

In addition, the BHS lost maps, blueprints, a few boxes of Belmar memorabilia and some of the Belmar 
Woman’s Club collection, including scrapbooks, newspaper articles and photographs, she said. 

Ms. Reissner said the Monmouth County Archives has given the borough space at the Monmouth County 
Library, in Manalapan, to store the dry objects. So, the BHS took over about 20 boxes of material, three plastic 
tubs and The Coast Advertiser volumes that were not destroyed to be stored at the library, she said, noting the 
rest of the materials are stored in borough hall.  

When asked if the BHS had taken out material prior to the storm, Ms. Reissner said no. 

The museum is located one block from Main Street, she said.  

“No one could have dreamed that the water would have gone to Main Street,” she said. 

Ms. Reissner said it is up to the borough to restore Union Firehouse, since it is borough property. 

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said there was extensive water damage to the building, but the 
building has been dry since. 



Now, the borough is looking to conduct mold remediation, replace electrical panels that were damaged and get 
it “back to where it was,” she said, which means redoing “anything” damaged or gutted. The borough will also 
be conducting an assessment on all the equipment lost in the building, Ms. Connolly said, noting she is unsure 
how much this will cost, yet.  

While the BHS plans on opening up the Belmar Historical Museum and History Room, it was too early to say 
when and if it will still be at 900 E St., Ms. Connolly said. 

	  


