
The Coast Star (11/29/2012): Rebuilding 
Belmar Boardwalk estimated to cost $17 

million 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — With the debris along the beachfront expected to be completely removed by the 
end of this week, the council voted on the first reading of an ordinance at the Nov. 21 meeting to 
help kickstart rebuilding the boardwalk.  

The council voted 4-1, with Councilman Jim Bean being the sole no vote, on the ordinance 
authorizing the issuance of $20 million bonds or notes for financing the boardwalk.  

According to Mayor Matt Doherty, while the boardwalk was washed away by Hurricane Sandy, 
one portion of the boardwalk, on 19th Avenue, survived the storm because it was engineered to 
withstand a hurricane.  

When asked why the borough did not engineer the entire 1.2-mile boardwalk to withstand a 
hurricane, Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said the boardwalk had been constructed 
over the years and that for some reason that one portion was engineered differently. 

“[The borough] never conceived that it would hit the way it did,” she said.  

This engineering concept, although costly, will be utilized to rebuild the boardwalk, the mayor 
said, adding that the borough plans to extend the 1.2 mile boardwalk an extra one-tenth of a mile 
on the southern portion of the boardwalk. 

“We will build the boardwalk to be substantially stronger,” the mayor said at the meeting. “There 
is a cost to it, but it is significantly better than having to clean it up every 20 years and do it all 
over again.”  

Three million dollars of the estimated $20 million to rebuild the boardwalk will go toward 
recovery and debris removal while the other $17 million will go to rebuilding the boardwalk, the 
mayor said. 

According to Mayor Doherty the Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] is expected 
to reimburse, at a minimum, 75 percent of rebuilding the boardwalk that was once there, 
meaning the one-tenth of the boardwalk that will be added, will not be covered by FEMA. Mayor 
Doherty added that the borough understands that and is budgeting for it.  

He also said at the meeting that Gov. Chris Christie and others are advocating that threshold be 
pushed to 90 percent because of how much devastation there is. He also added that FEMA is 



expected to reimburse 100 percent of costs incurred from debris removal by Nov. 14 that 
impeded on restoring power and prevented emergency vehicles from passing through.  

The mayor said a portion of the $3 million should be reimbursed at 100 percent.  

What is not reimbursed by FEMA, the mayor said, will be paid off by the beach utility.  

Either way, Mayor Doherty said, residential tax payers will not be paying for the boardwalk.  

Councilman Bean said he voted no on the ordinance’s first reading, knowing there will be a 
second reading, because he wants more information about who is funding the project.  

“Speaking with FEMA representative Gene [May] and looking over the FEMA field operations 
pocket guide, there is no guarantee that FEMA will cover the 75 percent of the $17 million the 
mayor is asking for” as there are many “pieces” involved in reaching a reimbursement number, 
the councilman said. Mr. May is a FEMA public assistance coordinator for Monmouth County.  

The councilman said the taxpayers are responsible for paying the loan off if the beach utility 
cannot cover it.  

“To do this now without this information is both reckless and irresponsible,” he said. 

Christopher McKniff, FEMA public information officer for Monmouth County, said no money 
has been guaranteed yet as FEMA is still meeting with local communities. 

According to Mr. McKniff, FEMA and the local community will look at a project and the FEMA 
Project Office will work with the town to see if the project is eligible under the FEMA Public 
Assistance Program.  

If the project is eligible, then it will guarantee the 75 percent reimbursement, and the state and 
local community then picks up the remaining costs, he said, noting he is talking on a broad scale 
and not about the Belmar boardwalk project specifically. 

“I’d think they are in very early stages of discussing the project and wouldn’t think any 
determination has been made on eligible projects, yet,” Mr. McKniff said.  

Mayor Doherty said “in numerous conversations and meetings with FEMA officials, we’ve been 
assured that FEMA will reimburse no less than 75 percent of the expense for a new boardwalk.” 

building a sea wall & replenishing the beach 

Mayor Doherty also spoke about two other projects the borough is hoping to do along the 
beachfront: building a sea wall and replenishing the beach. Both of these projects are not 
included in the $20 million estimate for the boardwalk.  



The sea wall will be a 24-foot sheathing wall on the ocean side of the boardwalk, Ms. Connolly 
said, noting 20 feet of the sheathing will be underground, while 4 feet will be above ground.  

“The concept is that it would block, if not all, most of the tidal surge and keep the flood waters 
out of town,” she said.  

The borough is currently waiting for FEMA’s approval of the sea wall, as the borough needs 
FEMA to help finance this project. If the sea wall is done it will cost $9 million, making the total 
cost of rebuilding the boardwalk to an estimated $26 million.  

The other project the borough is looking to do is replenishing the beach. 

According to Ms. Connolly, the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers authorized the project, but is 
unsure if they will pay for it, yet. 

Belmar is pushing for full funding by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Ms. Connolly said, 
noting she is unsure how much replenishing the beach will cost.  

The borough is expecting to know when the beach will be replenished in early January and is 
waiting to see about funding, she said. 

As for the boardwalk, public bidding will go out to build the boardwalk on Friday.  

The second reading of the ordinance is expected to be voted on at the Dec. 3 meeting.  

	  


