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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty testified on Monday in front of the New Jersey State Senate Budget 
and Appropriations Committee on the impact of Hurricane Sandy and the resulting recovery efforts in Belmar. 

The meeting, which was held in the L.M. Hirshblong Room at the Toms River Municipal Complex, served as 
an avenue for committee members to receive testimony from invited guests, which included mayors and 
emergency management officials, on the damages and immediate needs of residents and local government 
entities after Hurricane Sandy.  

This is the first in a series of committee meetings that will focus on the needs of New Jersey residents in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. 

While testifying, Mayor Doherty spoke about all aspects of the storm, including how the borough prepared for 
it, the night of the storm and the cleanup. 

The mayor said the borough prepared for the storm, which included draining Silver Lake and Lake Como, 
having daily updates from the governor’s office, using the reverse 9-1-1 system and social media to convey 
messages and declaring a state of emergency for Belmar, which included a mandatory evacuation for the entire 
borough. 

The mayor also spoke about the storm on Oct. 29, which brought ocean water onto the Belmar streets, flooding 
60 percent of the town. 

“It was fast and furious, trapping families in their homes, devastating structures, and destroying 1.2 miles of 
boardwalk, including a building that stood on the beachfront since 1929,” the mayor testified. 

Mayor Doherty also spoke about the Water Rescue Team [WRT], which was out the night of the storm and the 
following days, rescuing more than 200 families. He also spoke about one WRT member in particular, Lake 
Como resident Brian Allen. 

“That night, Mr. Allen continued to rescue lives even as he knew the entire time that his own home was being 
destroyed by the storm surge,” the mayor said. 

It was because of the WRT, department of public works and fire, first aid and police departments that there 
were no deaths and no serious injuries resulting from the storm, Mayor Doherty testified. All were working 
from Main Street because department headquarters sustained significant damage, he added, noting 17 
emergency vehicles were lost. 

The mayor then testified about the borough’s clean-up efforts. 

“We were very aggressive about the entire clean-up effort from the moment it started,” the mayor said, noting 
within six days enough water had been pumped to make every street passable.  



This clean-up effort included an onslaught of volunteers from all over New Jersey, New York and as far away 
as Kentucky who helped clean out houses, pump basements and distribute flyers, Mayor Doherty said, noting 
the borough also received police assistance from several counties and states. 

Mayor Doherty also talked about the future and what lies ahead for the borough, which includes rebuilding the 
boardwalk by Memorial Day weekend.  

“Our engineers have already designed a new and improved boardwalk that would have withstood Sandy, along 
with a sea wall that would have prevented the significant flooding that occurred,” he said.  

The borough will be going out to bid for the boardwalk this week, Mayor Doherty said, with a plan to begin 
construction by the end of this year. 

The borough estimates rebuilding the boardwalk will cost about $26 million, he said, noting the initial estimate 
of damage from Hurricane Sandy is more than $130 million.  

“While [the price for the boardwalk] is a very high number, it is significantly less than the damages we suffered 
for both Irene last year and Sandy this year,” the mayor said. 

He continued, “For us to rebuild our community and our boardwalk, we will need assistance from both the 
federal and state governments,” and continued support from the state. 

The mayor then spoke about the “profound leadership” of President Barack Obama and Gov. Chris Christie 
during this time, as well as other members of government, but he also heeded caution about getting financial 
aid. 

“We need assurances that there will be no strings attached to financial aid by those with political agendas. We 
need you to have faith in us that we know what is best for our communities,” he said.  

Mayor Doherty concluded his testimony by speaking about the importance of having the boardwalk up and 
operational by Memorial Day weekend, as it is a “practical and necessary” step in re-vitalizing the borough’s 
economy.  

“Belmar is French for ‘beautiful sea,’” he said. “Four weeks ago today, it certainly was not. But with your 
continuing support, it will be again.” 

Mayor Doherty said he thought his testimony went well.  

“It seems like there is a real desire from both Democrats and Republicans on a state level to support what we 
are doing on a local level so we can rebuild in time for the summer and recover from Hurricane Sandy,” he said. 

When asked if he thought his testimony was influential, the mayor said he thought the borough’s actions are 
more influential than words.  

“What is important is that people are able to base our words on actions they see,” he said.  

	  


