
The Coast Star (11/29/2012): Council takes time to 
thank those who helped Belmar during Sandy 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — At the Nov. 21 meeting, the mayor and council took time to recognize all those different borough 
departments and individuals who took their time to help before, during and after Hurricane Sandy hit the area.  

To start the evening off, the council presented a slideshow of Belmar before and after the hurricane, which 
brought some people in the audience to tears.  

Mayor Matt Doherty said “we have a lot of thank yous to give to a lot of people.”  

And the council took the time to thank those they could.  

The council thanked restaurant owners Brian Katz, owner of 10th Ave. Burrito, Chris Brandl, owner of Jakes 
Crab Shack and Brandl, and Nick Fuccilli, owner of La Dolce Vita, for all they did for the community.  

Mr. Brandl and Mr. Katz raised over $12,000 for the borough with the free buffet they offered daily for 
residents after the hurricane. The free buffet had a donation jar for residents to donate if they wish.  

“For me it was like I can’t just sit home and do nothing, I have to come out and be a part of my community,” 
Mr. Brandl said. 

Mr. Fuccilli held a town-wide party, consisting of live music, an open bar and free food, on Wednesday, Nov. 
14, which helped raise money for the borough.  

Mayor Doherty also thanked the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh for donating $15,000 to Lake Como and 
Belmar — with $10,000 going to Belmar and $5,000 going to Lake Como.  

Next, Belmar Woman’s Club President Rosemary Tormey presented a check for $250 to the borough. 

“Our club lost a beautiful meeting place, The Taylor Pavilion, that for decades we held social and fundraising 
affairs on behalf of the Belmar community,” Ms. Tormey said. “On behalf of our members, I can assure you the 
Belmar Woman’s Club will continue to do its community service.”  

Mayor Doherty then thanked two borough departments, the Belmar First Aid Squad and Belmar Water Rescue 
Team [WRT], for all they did during and after the storm. 

Fran Hines, director of Emergency Medical Services, said the WRT, which recently came under the umbrella of 
the first aid squad, was out the night of the storm and a few days after rescuing people who “decided to stay in 
your homes against better advice.”  

The Belmar First Aid Squad decided to put WRT members in the ambulances, thinking “they’d get their feet 
wet once or twice and we’d all go home that night.” 

They were wrong. 



“Little did we know that we’d do over 200 rescues,” Mr. Hines said. “...There are people alive today because 
they were out there that night.”  

Throughout the evening, borough employees got up to speak about how the WRT had an impact on their lives. 

Mike Campbell, department of public works [DPW] director, said he was one of those people who had to be 
rescued when the hurricane hit as some of his family decided to remain in their house on Seventh Avenue.  

“When the water broke through our door, they were kind enough to come out on Jet Skis to risk their lives to 
save my family,” he said. “I will never forget that.”  

He continued, “I was a cop for 25 years and I’m telling you, you were as brave as anyone I have ever met.” 

Councilman Brian Magovern also thanked the WRT for rescuing his wife, Jane.  

special resolutions 

The borough also presented three special resolutions to borough employees, including outgoing borough 
administrator Bill Young, DPW director Mr. Campbell, and Police Captain Andrew Huisman, who headed 
relief efforts.  

“We did get lucky that it didn’t rain when [Hurricane] Sandy came to our shores,” Mayor Doherty said. “Where 
we didn’t need any luck was in the management of the town,” as it was in the “able and safe hands” of Mr. 
Young.  

Mr. Young was borough administrator from Jan. 4 to Nov. 16. He put in his two weeks notice in early 
November as he went back to work for the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.  

The special resolution presented to Mr. Young acknowledged his hard work throughout his time as borough 
administrator. 

“It’s kind of fitting that [Mr. Young] ends on such a note where he was the business administrator during what’s 
arguably the most difficult natural disaster our state, county and town has ever faced,” Mayor Doherty said.  

Mr. Young said he would like to thank the mayor as he is “the best boss in the world.”  

He then thanked the town. 

“Thank you for 11 months,” he said. “We got a lot done.” 

The next special resolution went to Mr. Campbell, who has been the DPW director for about one year.  

“Mike [Mr. Campbell] actually may have been built for the past two weeks,” the mayor said.  

Mr. Campbell said he appreciated the special resolution, but it wasn’t just him who did all the hard work.  

“All I did was direct a group of great people,” he said. 

He continued, “Belmar is not the sum total of the boardwalk. It is not the sum total of the buildings we lost. 
We’ll get all that back. Belmar is the sum total of all the great people we have here.”  



Capt. Huisman received the third and final special resolution of the evening.  

The mayor said he knew the town would be OK under the captain’s leadership.  

Under his leadership, Mayor Doherty said, the borough saw “no fatalities and no real injuries.”  

Capt. Huisman said the borough has the “best” fire department, WRT, first aid, and DPW.  

“Belmar united unbelievably,” he said. “...It was absolutely amazing and I was proud to be a part of it.”  

There was a fourth special resolution that was supposed to be presented, however, due to personal reasons, Fire 
Chief Pete Sykes of Goodwill Hose Fire Company could not be in attendance. The special resolution will be 
presented at a future council meeting.  

	  


