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Murphy to travel to London
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — One Belmar Elementary School teacher will be traveling to England soon to participate in a two-day
event with the Google Teacher Academy [GTA].

Melissa Murphy, a special education teacher in the middle school, is one of 50 teachers from around the world
selected to take part in the GTA event in London, she said.

“The GTA is a free professional development experience designed to help primary and secondary educators
from around the globe get the most from innovative technologies,” according to the Google in Education
website, www.google.com/edu/programs/google-teacher-academy/.

Each academy is a two-day event during which time the teachers get “hands-on experience with Google tools,
learn about innovative instructional strategies, receive resources to share with colleagues, and immerse
themselves in a supportive community of educators making impact,” according to the website.

To apply, each person had to submit an original, one-minute video addressing one of the topics: “Motivation
and Learning,” “Classroom Innovation” or “Positive Change in My Community.”

Ms. Murphy chose to do her video on “Classroom Innovation,” discussing how Belmar
Elementary used Google in their classrooms to relate to the Common Core standards.

“I was completely shocked that I got selected,” she said. “It was such a small chance,
but I’m really excited to connect with other educators around the world and see how
they’re using technology in their classrooms and see how Google can enhance what
we are already doing here in Belmar.”

According to Ms. Murphy, technology is important in the classroom because children
these days have been raised on it, so using it in the classroom will get them more
engaged.

Technology also allows students to not only research information, but also lets them create their own content,
she said.

Ms. Murphy said she hopes to learn about how teachers in other countries are using technology in their
classrooms.

“We see what each other are doing within our district, but it’s such a great opportunity to see what people are
doing around the world,” she said.

She would also like to use the experience to introduce her students to people from different cultures, she said.
Ms. Murphy said she hopes to do this by establishing relationships with teachers from around the world so that
her students can email or Skype with them “just to give them [her students] a glimpse of what the world is like
outside of Belmar.”

The GTA event in London will be on Dec. 4 and 5.
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