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St. Rose places third in scholastic bowl
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose Grammar School recently won third place
in the 10th annual St. Rose High School Invitational Scholastic
Bowl.

The scholastic bowl, which took place at the high school on
Oct. 28, had 10 Catholic schools compete for individual and
team awards in nine subjects. Students in seventh- and
eighth-grade are eligible to participate.

“I believe the purpose of this event is to recognize individual
students who excel in a subject area, as well as promoting
good sportsmanship and cooperation,” said Sean McDonald, St.
Rose Grammar School an eighth-grade teacher. Mr. McDonald
selected St. Rose students to compete in three subject areas —
social studies, current events and geography.

In total, there were nine subject areas: social studies, current
events, geography, math, Spanish, science, spelling, religion
and English.

According to Mr. McDonald, St. Rose students were selected by
their teachers based on their skills in a designated subject
area.

The school moderator for St. Rose was Debbie Spanarkel, an
eighth-grade teacher at the school.

At the scholastic bowl, students were given a 30-minute
standardized test in each subject area and based on
performance scores, tests are combined to determine an
overall team score and individual winner in subject areas, Mr.
McDonald said.

“A main reason why we continually participate in this event is
to encourage our students to strive for superiority in all their
academic endeavors and to provide these students with a

first-rate academic experience
competing amongst other high achieving neighboring schools,” he said.

The 10 schools who participated were St. Rose Grammar School, in Belmar; St. Joseph
Grade School, in Toms River; St. Veronica School, in Howell; Saint Aloysius School, in
Jackson; Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic School, in Asbury Park; St. Peter School,
in Point Pleasant Beach; St. Dominic School, in Brick; St. Catharine School, in Spring
Lake; St. Denis School, in Manasquan and Holy Innocents School, in Neptune.

St. Joseph Grade School won first place, receiving a $2,000 tuition certificate for high
school.

St. Dominic School won second place and St. Rose Grammar School won third place. The schools each received
a $1,000 tuition certificate for high school.
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St. Rose Grammar School eighth-graders Connor
McKeown [from left], Nick Marini, Phil Williams
[with check], John Doyle, Erin McDermott, Sean
Olinski, Tyler Colombo, Matt Rosivack and Luke
Meli [holding dictionary] recently participated
in the 10th annual St. Rose High School
Invitational Scholastic Bowl against nine other
Catholic schools. St. Rose Grammar School
placed third overall in the competition, and
Phil was the individual winner in the social
studies category. Photo courtesy SEAN
MCDONALD
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The tuition certificate for the high schools are “used as a means to award scholarships to worthy students
attending a Catholic school,” according to Mr. McDonald.

Among the individual subject categories, St. Rose eighth-grader Phil Williams, 13, won first place for social
studies.

Each individual winner received a $500 check, which will go toward their high school tuition at a Catholic
school, Mr. McDonald said.
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