
The Coast Star (11/08/2012): Councilwoman 
Jennifer Nicolay re-elected to Belmar Council 

Beats Republican candidate Tom Burke 1,310 votes to 928 

 

Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay got a high five from her daughter, Julia, 7, at the Inn at the Shore, on Fourth Avenue. The inn is 
where Councilwoman Nicolay celebrated her victory against Republican Thomas Burke for the sole open seat on the Belmar Council. 
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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay, a Democrat, was elected to the Belmar Council, defeating 
newcomer Thomas Burke, a Republican. 

Two thousand and sixty nine residents, or 51.6 percent of those eligible to vote in the borough, came out to cast 
their ballot during this election. This figure does not include provisional ballots or vote by mail ballots.  

Councilwoman Nicolay, 46, who was appointed to the council in 2011 to fill the spot of then councilman Matt 
Doherty when he became mayor, received 1,310 votes, while Mr. Burke, 69, received 928 votes. There was one 
write-in, as well.  

This will be Councilwoman Nicolay’s first, three-year term.  

The councilwoman said she would like to thank everyone who helped with her campaign.  

“It’s been difficult running back to back years, but I’m grateful that the residents of Belmar trusted me to serve 
them for three more years,” she said. “I will continue to fight for the taxpayers and make sure that tax money is 
spent wisely.” 

Councilwoman Nicolay then addressed the relief efforts made after Hurricane Sandy struck the Jersey Shore on 
Oct. 29, leaving a devastating impact up and down the coast. 

“Hurricane Sandy, as we know, was an epic storm that devastated our town, but the spirit of Belmar isn’t 
crushed,” she said. “The town came together and we will rebuild and be better than ever.” 



Mr. Burke said he would “like to thank everybody who supported me, both at the polls and financially. I really 
do appreciate it.”  

He also said while he congratulated Councilwoman Nicolay after the election, he believes there were 
inappropriate activities during the voting process, such as Councilwoman Nicolay “hanging around” the polling 
location. The polling location for all residents this year was borough hall, 601 Main St. 

“I believe in team work, but I have no respect for people that don’t follow the rules and regulations,” Mr. Burke 
said. 

When asked whether she was “hanging around” the polling location, Councilwoman Nicolay said “as a 
candidate, you are automatically a challenger … and by law you are able to be in the polling area.” 

The councilwoman added that she was in the borough hall lobby with the Humane Society of the United States 
trying to find a location to move the pets displaced because of the hurricane. The pets are currently housed in 
the Belmar Elks Lodge, on Seventh Avenue, but need to be relocated because the current space is too small, she 
said.  

While President Barack Obama was reelected to his office, Belmar residents showed their support for 
Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney with a vote count of 1,067. President Obama received 950 
votes in the borough.  

In the race for the U.S. Senate, Belmar voters supported Republican candidate Joe Kyrillos, with 988 votes. 
Democratic incumbent Robert Menendez, who was reelected for a second term, received 903 votes. 

Belmar residents favored Republican incumbent Chris Smith, who was reelected, with 1,080 votes in the race 
for the U.S. House of Representatives for the Fourth District. Democrat candidate Brian Froelich received 775 
votes. 

In the county clerk race, Belmar residents voted to reelect Republican incumbent Claire French with a vote of 
1,094, compared to Democratic candidate Michael Steinhorn, who received 748 votes. Ms. French was 
reelected to her fourth, five-year term.  

Belmar residents supported the Republican incumbent Freeholder John Curley, who was reelected to his second, 
three-year term, with 996 votes. Democratic candidate William Shea received 824 votes.  

For the one-year board of chosen freeholders seat up for grabs, residents supported Republican Serena DiMaso 
with 974 votes. Democratic candidate Kevin Lavan received 829 votes.  

For public question No. 1, which stated, “Do you approve the ‘Build Our Future Bond Act?,’ 967 residents 
voted yes, while 678 residents voted no. Overall, the question passed. 

For question two, which stated, “Do you approve an amendment to the New Jersey Constitution, as agreed by 
the Legislature, to allow contributions set by law to be taken from the salaries of Supreme Court Justices and 
Supreme Court Judges for their employee benefits?,” 1,339 residents voted yes, while 315 residents voted no. 
Overall, the question passed. 

	  


