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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — With the Route 71 bridge out of commission for about 60 days, Belmar shop owners have mixed 
feelings about what that could mean for business, especially since the holidays are around the corner. 

The electrical and mechanical systems on the Route 71 bridge were damaged as a result of Hurricane Sandy, 
which swept through the Northeast on Oct. 29, according to a New Jersey Department of Transportation 
[NJDOT] press release. As a result, the bridge will remain closed for approximately 60 days, weather 
permitting, to repair or replace what has been damaged, according to the press release. The Route 71 bridge 
connects Belmar and Avon-by-the-Sea. 

However, with the holidays just around the corner, business owners in town are questioning what that could 
mean for their business. 

Joe Connor, owner of Taylor Hardware, 914 Main St., seems pretty optimistic about business while the bridge 
is closed. 

Mr. Connor said in the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Sandy “people are finding their way” and buying 
what they need to. 

As for the holiday season, Mr. Connor said he hasn’t given it much thought because “we’re in survival mode,” 
but he doesn’t think it will effect businesses. 

“I don’t think it will effect businesses because we’re a destination,” he said, noting the Route 35 bridge is a 
“Godsend” as it will still allow patrons to come to Belmar. 

Jaimie Hardell, owner of JLynns Boutique, 1004 Main St., said she also does not think the bridge closure will 
effect businesses. 

“I don’t think it will,” she said. “I’m hoping it won’t.” 

Ms. Hardell said she doesn’t think the bridge closure will effect businesses since the Route 35 bridge is still 
open and a lot of people come into Belmar by 10th Avenue, off of that bridge. 

Sherry Michaels, owner of Sunsation, 1001 Main St., disagrees. 

“It’s going to negatively effect us just like last time when [the bridge] was being redone,” she said, referring to 
work NJDOT did in 2011 to rehabilitate the outdated mechanical and electrical systems on the bridge.  

She said the bridge closure is not good because the businesses will not be getting the “walk and drive by traffic” 
through town since people will be using the highway. 

Ms. Michaels said people want “everything to go back to normal, but without the bridge it is not normal.” Ms. 
Michaels also said she does not want people to think negatively about the bridge closure, she just hopes patrons 
do not forget about Belmar businesses. 



“Come and try to shop local towns and stores to help bring it back to normal,” she said, noting once businesses 
start to re-open that is “when they will need more help than ever.” 

Sunsation will be selling everything in its store for 50 percent off until further notice to help people out during 
this time. The store is also accepting new and slightly-used boot donations for those in need. Those interested in 
helping out can drop off the boots at the store, 1001 Main St. 

	  


