
The Coast Star (11/08/2012): Jersey Shore BBQ 
asking for food donations to first responders, locals 

At least 40 to 50 people have already donated food 

 

Darcy Wheeler [from left], of Spring Lake Heights, Mary Cavagnaro, of Spring Lake Heights, Ryan Karwecki, of Manasquan, and 
John Karwecki, of Manasquan, served food to those who needed a hot meal on Oct. 30. Jersey Shore BBQ, located in the Belmar 
Plaza, has been serving free hot meals to those who need it daily since Hurricane Sandy hit the Jersey Shore on Oct. 29. Photo by 

SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Jersey Shore BBQ Restaurant and Catering, here, has spent the past week cooking for the 
community in the wake of Hurricane Sandy, which has left the borough without power, many homes 
underwater and has destroyed the beach front.  

“They’re doing everything they can to make other people’s lives better,” Douglas Walsh, owner of Jersey Shore 
BBQ, said of his employees. “That’s pretty noble.” 

Mr. Walsh was coordinating food efforts from more than one thousand miles away, since he was in Turks & 
Caicos on vacation when the storm hit — and the efforts have been worth while.  

He said the restaurant packed away food on ice before the power went out in case the storm was as bad as 
weather forecasters anticipated. 

If that happened, which it did, Mr. Walsh said the restaurant would feed first responders and those who needed 
a hot meal.  

And that is exactly what Jersey Shore BBQ has been doing. 

According to Joe Gahrmann, a family friend of Mr. Walsh who is helping with the relief efforts, the restaurant 
has served about 800 to 900 people as of Wednesday morning. 

“Anybody who needs a hot meal, come down and eat,” he said, noting the restaurant has depleted its own food 
supply and is now relying on locals to donate food to continue the operation.  



Mr. Gahrmann said at least 40 to 50 people have already donated food as of Wednesday morning.  

Brooke Tartis, 17, of Neptune Township, was one of those people. 

She said what Jersey Shore BBQ is doing is good because the first responders are “out there helping people 
trying to make [the community] better, so they deserve food.” 

When asked why the restaurant was doing this, Mr. Gahrmann said it is what one is supposed to do. 

“I made out well,” he said, referring to the amount of damage his house sustained. “A lot of people are in tears, 
so why not give back to those who are less fortunate.”  

Matt Dailey, Jersey Shore BBQ cook and general manager, agreed. 

He said, “police are keeping people safe. Construction people build. We cook. That’s what [we] do. And we 
want to make sure those who need a hot meal have it.”  

Anybody who has food to donate or those in need of a hot meal, please go to Jersey Shore BBQ, located at 811 
Belmar Plaza. The restaurant is open from 12 to 3 p.m. daily. 

Mr. Gahrmann said this service will not be available today, but the restaurant will continue to serve the 
community after that, depending on the nor’easter, which was expected to hit the area on Wednesday night.  

	  


