
The Coast Star (11/08/2012): Many come to 
volunteer time to help borough after hurricane 
Calvary Chapel Relief, Grace Tabernacle church among volunteers 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — With many homes destroyed and the borough without power due to Hurricane Sandy, which 
hit the Northeast on Oct. 29, the community has banded together, with many of its residents volunteering their 
time to help others. 

Amy Boney, deputy borough clerk, said at least 400 people have volunteered their time to help those in need.  

Mustafa Barksdale, of Long Branch, who teaches history and science at the Academy Charter High School, 
here, volunteered his time at the school sorting donated items for those in need. 

“We’re in a crisis,” he said. “It is important if you can volunteer that you lend a helping hand.”  

AJ Polhemus, a resident of 18th Avenue, said he is the third generation in his family to live in Lake Como, 
which is why he chose to volunteer. 

 “Just to give back to a community that’s always supportive of me no matter what I was doing,” he said, 
referring to why Mr. Polhemus was volunteering. 

Mr. Polhemus said it is “enlightening and gratifying” to see the already tight-knit community come together 
even more during this time.  

CHURCHES VOLUNTEER 

Members of Grace Tabernacle Bible Church, which was located in Lake Como before moving to Wall 
Township, came to Lake Como to volunteer their time. 

Pastor Randy Smith said about 150 people from his congregation volunteered this past weekend.  

“We know that this storm has hit people in an unprecedented way and people’s lives have been devastated,” he 
said. “So what we want to do is to minister to people’s needs.”  

Grace Tabernacle Bible Church was not the only church group who came out to volunteer.  

The Calvary Chapel Relief of New Jersey, which was started by New Jersey Calvary Chapels to help restore the 
destruction from Hurricane Sandy, came out to volunteer in Lake Como on Sunday.  

According to Kim McCarrick, a volunteer at Cornerstone Calvary Chapel, in Howell, about 100 people from the 
relief group volunteered. Cornerstone Calvary Chapel is one of the churches that is leading the relief group.  

Ms. McCarrick said the relief group wants to volunteer in order to “share the love of Jesus” and spread the hope 
that Jesus instills.  



On Sunday, when the group was volunteering, the Calvary Church of Philadelphia provided 1,000 hot meals for 
Lake Como, she said, noting about 600 to 800 people came.  

FUTURE 

Mayor Mike Ryan said the volunteer effort is “absolutely magnificent.” 

“We’ve had people we never met before that have stepped up to the plate,” he said.  

Ms. Boney said the borough is still looking for volunteers. 

“We’re looking for anybody who wants to lend a hand,” she said.  

	  


