
The Coast Star (11/08/2012): Houses around Lake 
Como destroyed by Hurricane Sandy 

Mayor Mike Ryan said 25 or more homes are inhabitable 

 

A tree now rests on Cathy Sutherland’s home, a resident of Parkway, as a result of Hurricane Sandy, which left its destructive path 
along the Jersey Shore on Oct. 29. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Mark Scuorzo, of Parkway, like many residents living near Lake Como, came back to their 
house after Hurricane Sandy finished its destruction last week to find dead fish lining the street, fallen trees and 
debris everywhere and a water-filled home that destroyed most of their possessions.  

“I think my house is totaled,” Mr. Scuorzo said as he looked at the house’s cinder block foundation giving way 
and the floor buckling.  

Mr. Scuorzo said most of his possessions, except a few items, such as pictures, that were put up high, have been 
destroyed.  

Unfortunately, Mr. Scuorzo’s story is a common one as many residents around Lake Como have lost their 
home.  

Mayor Mike Ryan said 25 or more homes are not habitable as a result of the hurricane, but he is not sure 
whether it is for structural reasons or “a different aspect.”  



Emilio Muracchioli, of Keansburg, was helping his grandparents, who live on Parkway, clean out their house on 
Tuesday.  

Mr. Muracchioli said due to the hurricane’s damage, his grandparents’ house is no longer habitable. He said the 
whole first floor has to be gutted and the floors must be ripped up.  

“For now the house is inhibitable, but we’ll eventually be back,” he said. 

Cathy Sutherland, a resident of Parkway whose house has a tree resting on its roof, said her house is also 
inhabitable because of the damage. The storm water rose to about 3 feet inside the house and 4 feet outside the 
house, she said, noting there were dead fish in her house and around her yard after the storm passed.  

“Everything’s pretty much gone,” Ms. Sutherland said. 

Ms. Sutherland said from the looks of her house, she’d say it is a 50-50 chance her house is totaled.  

“Sometimes it’s cheaper to start over than fix what’s here,” she said. “Although I’d love to fix it.” 

Beverly Pousty, a resident of Parkway, said she is the “luckiest person in the world,” as her house is deemed 
stable. 

Ms. Pousty, who remained in her home during the storm and had to be rescued, said her house only flooded in 
the basement. 

“I wish I could be happy with my news,” she said. “But the whole community is washed out.” 

For those who need assistance, contact Federal Emergency Management Agency at 1-800-621-FEMA to apply 
or register online at www.disasterassistance.gov.  

	  


