
The Coast Star (11/08/2012): Pump station fails due 
to hurricane damage 

Sewerage authority installs bypass system as a “Band Aid” 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The pump station serving the whole Lake Como community became partially submerged in 
water after Hurricane Sandy passed through the Jersey Shore on Oct. 29, making the pump station inoperable 
and leaving residents without a usable sewer system. 

According to Mayor Mike Ryan, the pump station, located on the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway, 
“doesn’t work in any way, shape or form.”  

For about five days, residents were unable to flush toilets, shower or wash clothes and dishes as a result of the 
pump station failing. If they did, the sewerage could back up into their basements and yards.  

But as of Sunday, residents were able to flush their toilets again and can now shower and wash their clothes and 
dishes, as South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA], who operates the pump station, has 
installed a temporary bypass system.  

Even with the bypass system, the borough is encouraging residents not to overload the system. 

“It is not the time for showering three times a day,” the mayor said. “We still have people shaving in buckets of 
hot water.” 

The mayor said this is only a “Band Aid” and is not the long term solution, although he said he is unsure what 
SMRSA plans on doing long term.  

“We do not have a say in any way, shape or form on that utility,” Mayor Ryan said. “We don’t run the electric 
company, gas company or sewage company. Those are separate entities, so we don’t have a say.” 

Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director, said the temporary bypass system installed is a “very weak Band 
Aid,” as it is not the “typical” bypass discussed in prior meetings, in which SMRSA was planning on installing 
a temporary bypass system in Lake Como.  

“The circumstances could have been a lot different if a bypass was in place,” he said, adding that SMRSA was 
hoping to have been under construction to install one at the time Hurricane Sandy hit. Although, he said he was 
not sure if it would have been installed in time.  

Mr. Ruppel said although SMRSA is still assessing the situation and has not determined what to do as a 
permanent solution, there will be a meeting to discuss all effected areas tonight, Thursday, Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. at 
their building, located at 1235 18th Ave., Wall Township.  

When asked about the estimate cost of repairing the damage from Hurricane Sandy, Mayor Ryan said the 
borough is “not even close to talking numbers,” but he did say he estimates the damage to cost “tens of millions 
of dollars.”  

The mayor also said he has no estimation as to when power will be fully restored to the borough.  


