
The Coast Star (11/08/2012): Schools expected to 
open Nov. 12 

Return date is dependent on whether schools get power 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Schools in Belmar say they expect to open on Nov. 12. 

David Hallman, Belmar Elementary School [BES] superintendent and principal, said while the school sustained 
no damage from Hurricane Sandy, which tore through the Jersey Shore on Monday, Oct. 29, school will not 
open until at least Nov. 12.  

According to Mr. Hallman, the school has no generator, so the district is waiting until power is restored to the 
borough to open its doors again.  

“As soon as power is restored we will check with police if it’s safe for children to walk to school,” he said, 
noting once the police chief and captain give the school the OK that the streets are safe to walk, school will be 
re-opened.  

Bill Roberts, St. Rose Grammar School principal, said that school is expected to open on Nov. 12, pending 
power coming back.  

 “From what I’ve heard about Belmar it’s absolutely devastating,” Mr. Roberts said, referring to the damage 
caused from Hurricane Sandy. “I think Belmar was one of the hardest-hit places along the Jersey Shore.”  

Sister Kathy Nace, St. Rose High School principal, said the portion of the roof that was damaged during the 
hurricane is expected to be fixed sometime next week.  

“The school’s re-opening can happen simultaneously with the roof being repaired,” she said.  

Sister Nace said the school is also expected to open on Nov. 12, pending if the school has power and how badly 
the nor’easter hit the area on Wednesday evening. 

According to Sister Nace, the high school’s first level was flooded throughout, with the water level being 9 feet 
deep at the highest point. The first floor consists of the 400 and 100 sections of the school, as well as the 
cafeteria. That building has since been drained of water, she said. 

She also said St. Rose Church, convent and parish center had water in its basements, all of which have been 
drained of the water.  

Sister Nace said the area of the high school that had flooding will be out of commission for a while.  

In order to accommodate the three lost classrooms in the red brick building and four lost classrooms in the main 
building, as well as office space, the school will be re-allocating classroom space, she said, noting most of the 
classrooms will be in the main building by repurposing rooms and using rooms not utilized before. 

The school is also bringing in four mobile classrooms — two for science labs, one for office space and one for a 
faculty room, Sister Nace said.  



St. Rose High School students, parents and alumni are encouraged to come to the school on Saturday, Nov. 10, 
at 10 a.m. to help get the school ready for re-opening, as well as to volunteer in the community. Those who 
come should bring a donation for the FoodBank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties.  

	  


