
The Coast Star (11/08/2012): Community bands 
together in wake of Sandy 

About 1,700 people volunteered over the weekend 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — In the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, which left many homes destroyed, Silver Lake and Lake 
Como overflowed and the borough without power, members of the community have come together to support 
one another. 

Rachel Foley, a volunteer who has helped coordinate the donation drop-off spot at the Belmar Arts Council, 
said about 1,700 people came out to volunteer this past weekend.  

“It was incredible, the amount of people who came out,” she said. “It shows that people come together and want 
to help each other.”  

The volunteers were doing everything from going door to door to help residents clear out their houses to 
handing out flyers to sorting through all the donations, of which she said “anything you can think of people 
have been donating.” 

When asked how much had been donated, Ms. Foley said, “if I had to quantify how much has been donated, I’d 
say about 15 bus loads between Saturday and Sunday.”  

Ms. Foley added this is a rough estimate as she does not think the borough has quantified the amount of 
donations just yet. 

“Belmar experienced a lot of devastation but those who love Belmar are working towards it being up and 
running by next summer,” she said. 

Ms. Foley also said the donations have helped about 1,500 people throughout the weekend.  

Mayor Matt Doherty said the “volunteer effort is as overwhelming as the storm surge that hit our town.”  

He also said the amount of volunteers is “absolutely incredible and nothing I could have thought of before.” 

Bill Young, borough administrator, agreed, saying, “It just shows that people will come together and people 
have come from all over New Jersey to help Belmar. Go Belmar.”  

Siobhan Curry, of Tinton Falls, said she has been volunteering in Tinton Falls, at the Red Cross and in Belmar 
to help those who are “not as fortunate as me, adding that her house in Tinton Falls was OK.  

“It hits close to home,” she said, noting she came to Belmar to go to the beach. “[The town] has given me so 
much, I have to give back.”  

Wendy Tiner, who lives on 10th Avenue and A Street, volunteered for the same reason. 

She said she felt fortunate that her house did not flood, so she “came to help those who had a lot more tragedy 
than me.” 



“Living without power is easy. People lived without power for generations,” she said. 

Ms. Tiner said seeing the amount of donations and volunteers, as well as local restaurants providing free food, 
has shown the resiliency of the Jersey Shore. 

“It is not the insanity portrayed on TV,” she said. “It is much different than that.”  

Ms. Tiner added that through this disaster, the community has banded together and shown that “the heart and 
soul of the community is still here. The rest can be rebuilt.”  

Liz Rizzolo, of Neptune City, agreed that not having power was not as bad as what others are going through, 
and it is the reason she decided to volunteer.  

Ms. Rizzolo said it is “amazing” to watch other disasters, such as Hurricane Katrina, Haiti and the 2004 
tsunami, on television, but now the disaster happened close to home.  

“It is a humbling experience to see people coming together,” she said. 

Megan Osborne, of Jackson, volunteered her time at the Belmar Arts Council [BAC], on River Road, where 
donated items were being sorted. 

“The best way to donate time is to not sit at home, but to actually go out and help people especially since 
[Belmar] is my second home,” she said, noting she has friends around here and went to the beach here. 

Ms. Osborne said she cannot believe the amount of donations coming through the BAC.  

“People who grew up here are banding together because these are their neighbors,” Ms. Osborne said, adding it 
is important to volunteer at this time.  

David Hallman, superintendent of Belmar Elementary School, said about 200 teachers and students have 
volunteered their time in Belmar on Monday and Tuesday. A combination of teachers and superintendents from 
Belmar, Long Branch, Tinton Falls, Spring Lake, Spring Lake Heights, Sea Girt and Brielle came out, he said, 
noting the teachers will continue to volunteer throughout the week. 

“There are a lot of students who are in need and who need to feel like the school is still here to support them,” 
Mr. Hallman said, which is why the school’s food service company, Simplified Culinary Services, has been 
providing free soup at Belmar Elementary School from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. daily.  

Ms. Foley encouraged people to keep volunteering and donating items, even though many have returned to 
work. 

“I know people are getting back to work, but don’t forget that people still need help,” she said. “People are 
really gung-ho in the beginning, but it tends to drop off.” 

So, Ms. Foley said remember to do what one can for others and to keep volunteering and dropping off items.  

In addition to the volunteer efforts, Belmar has established a place where people can donate to Belmar’s 
recovery efforts.  

Thus far, Mr. Young said Belmar has received about $40,000 in donations.  



To donate, please visit belmar.com/.  

	  


