
The Coast Star (12/06/2012): Board of education 
approves revised calendar for school year 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The board of education passed a resolution approving the revised school calendar at its Nov. 29 
meeting. 

As a result of Hurricane Sandy, Belmar Elementary, like many schools in the area, closed for about two weeks. 
When school re-opened on Nov. 12, school administrators remained uncertain how they would make up the 
missed eight days to meet the 180-day school year the state requires. 

After much discussion, the administrators figured out how to make up those missed days. 

Belmar Elementary normally schedules a 181-day school year, instead of the required 180 days, so eliminating 
that extra one day allowed the administrators to adjust the calendar year for seven missed days. 

Originally, the school’s last day was June 18, with eighth-grade graduation on June 17. 

However, in light of the storm and subsequent missed days, that has changed. 

The school is now scheduled to have its last day on June 21, adding three half days to the calendar. Graduation 
will now be held on June 20. The three days originally scheduled to be half days leading up to summer break, 
June 14, 17 and 18, have been changed from half days to full days.  

To make up the other days, the students came in for a full day on Nov. 16, which was originally scheduled for 
parent-teacher conferences. The conferences will now be held on Dec. 12 after school. 

The school also added two full days, on Feb. 15 and Feb. 18, to its calendar. Feb. 15 and Feb. 18, which is 
Presidents Day, were originally days off.  

March 29, or Good Friday, which students normally have off, will now be scheduled as a half day, and the day 
before, March 28, has also been changed from a half day to a full day.  

David Hallman, the school’s superintendent/principal, said he is happy the school will not have to go into the 
last week of June, as there are concerns with the third floor getting too hot.  

“At this point we still have spring break, but we have to see how the winter goes with snow days,” he said. 

If the school does have snow days, Mr. Hallman said, days will have to be taken from spring break or the school 
will have to go into the last week of June.  

	  


