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By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The mayor announced at the Dec. 4 council meeting that the borough, as well as Belmar and 
Spring Lake, are looking to enter into an interlocal agreement with the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage 
Authority [SMRSA] that would make the authority the lead agent in work that has to be done to Lake Como.  

Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director, said the primary reason there may be interlocal agreement is because 
all three towns, which own a portion of the lake, and SMRSA are stakeholders in the damages that occur each 
time the lake floods. 

“It makes sense rather than having four individual efforts for a common cause. It’s better to have four heads put 
together and one effort for the same cause,” he said. 

According to Mr. Ruppel, the communities involved have indicated the work anticipated to be done to Lake 
Como is consistent with the work SMRSA does on a daily basis, which is why SMRSA would take the lead 
when it comes to the lake. 

Immediate work to the lake includes restoring the outfall from the lake to the ocean, as the lake is not draining 
or is draining at a limited capacity, Mr. Ruppel said, noting no solution to solve this problem has been reached 
yet. A solution is expected to be found quickly, though, he said. 

Belmar borough administrator Colleen Connolly said talks about entering into an interlocal agreement began 
prior to the storm, but Hurricane Sandy “highlighted” the need to find a solution.  

“[Hurricane Sandy] highlights the chronic problem we have with homes around the lake and the need to find a 
solution,” she said. “This is the vehicle to do it.” 

The interlocal agreement, she said, would ensure all four entities that have an interest in the lake have a voice 
and assist in paying for the solution.  

Lake Como Mayor Mike Ryan agreed. 

“SMRSA knows what that lake is supposed to do and not supposed to do and how they can best helps us in 
managing the lake,” he said.  

He continued, “Why not all three of us wash our hands of it and say, ‘Let’s leave it up to SMRSA and if 
SMRSA says we need this, let’s go with that because they know what’s best for all three of us.’” 

Representatives from Spring Lake were unable to be reached for comment. 

The three towns and SMRSA will continue to have dialogue on what is in the best interest of Lake Como, with 
the hopes of entering into an interlocal agreement soon. 

	  


