
The Coast Star (12/06/2012): Library to reopen 
tomorrow morning 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — After more than a month being closed, the Belmar Public Library will reopen its doors tomorrow.  

The library will celebrate its reopening with light refreshments and face painting at 3 p.m. 

Mayor Matt Doherty said, “I am thrilled to announce that the library is being returned to our residents. This 
marks another important milestone in our recovery efforts.” 

The first floor of the library will reopen for basic lending services, while the lower level of the library, which 
suffered most of the damage, will remain closed for further storm damage repair. To repair damage to the 
elevator, the council unanimously approved a resolution at the Dec. 3 meeting to go out to bid to replace it.  

The council also unanimously approved a resolution to go out to bid for redoing the front steps, which was a 
project in the works prior to the storm.  

The library also saw some other improvements made prior to the storm, such as a new roof, refurbished stucco 
siding, renovated water drainage system, newly-paved driveway and parking area, new carpeting and a 
redesigned computer station.  

In addition to the library’s book collection, including audio books, large print books and DVD selections, the 
library is offering curbside service to patrons with special needs.  

With no handicapped ramp in place, and the ground floor remaining closed, the library will accommodate those 
patrons who need additional assistance with returning or checking out library materials by meeting them 
curbside.  

Those wishing to utilize the service can call the library at 732-681-0775 and give a librarian their name, card 
number, items they wish to check out and the time they will arrive. They should also let the library know if they 
will also be returning library materials.  

About 2,000 books were donated from bookBgone, said borough administrator Colleen Connolly.  

BookBgone is a free, media-removal service that donates books to those in need. The library will be using these 
books to replenish its stock and to give to children as gift bags, she said. Children will be able to receive gift 
bags full of books until supplies run out.  

The library will be open on Monday and Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

The library is located at 517 10th Ave. For more information, call the library at 732-681-0775 or visit the 
library’s website at www.belmarlibrary.org.  

	  


