
The Coast Star (12/06/2012): Belmar students lip 
sync to popular tunes 

 

Third-grader Matthew Coughlan, 8, and third-grader Vincent Russo, 9, lip synced to “The Weekend Whip” by Ninjago at the 12th 
Annual Lip Sync event at Belmar Elementary School last week. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Despite everything that has happened over the past month, Belmar Elementary School rallied 
together to put on its 12th Annual Lip Sync event recently. 

Pre-schoolers to eighth graders who wanted to perform were able to do so during two performances, where they 
danced and lip synced to some of their favorite songs. The 17 acts performed in front of families and friends on 
Tuesday, Nov. 20, and before their classmates the next day, on Nov. 21. 

Wendy Callahan, first-grade teacher and event organizer, said the event was originally supposed to be held on 
Nov. 6, but due to Hurricane Sandy had to be postponed. 

 “It’s always a highlight of the school year, and one of the few events pre-schoolers to eighth graders participate 
in,” she said. 

Ms. Callahan said the event was a “positive light” in the midst of everything going on after Hurricane Sandy. 

“People needed something that was fun,” she said.  

In the past, the event has raised money to improve the school’s auditorium by purchasing items such as a sound 
system and speakers, Ms. Callahan said, noting the school’s goal is to raise money to replace the stage’s 
curtains, which are 50 to 60 years old. 



However, that goal will have to wait at least another year, as this year’s event raised money for a local 
organization and the municipality. 

According to Ms. Callahan, the $600 or so raised between the Lip Sync event and Parent Teacher Organization 
bake sale will be donated to Belmar and the Vic Kubu Long Blue Line Disaster Relief Fund. 

The school is donating to these two causes because of “the loss everyone experienced,” she said, referring to 
what has transpired since Hurricane Sandy hit the area about one month ago.  

These two places were chosen to donate to because both will help the children and families of Belmar and Lake 
Como. 

	  


