
The Coast Star (12/06/2012): Residents question why 
boro used certain companies after hurricane 
Mayor recused self from voting to eliminate conflict of interest 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Recent resolutions passed by the council regarding debris removal came into question as several 
residents have scrutinized the mayor about his alleged connections to such companies. 

At the Nov. 21 meeting, the council voted 4-0 on two resolutions, with Mayor Matt Doherty abstaining from 
both resolutions in order to avoid any appearance of a conflict of interest. 

The first resolution in question authorized a contract for garbage and debris removal with Ashbritt Inc., a 
company based in Deerfield Beach, Fla., which New Jersey chose to work with in an emergency. The contract 
Belmar holds with the company is for $1.6 million.  

Residents questioned the contract since the mayor’s wife, Maggie Moran, works for M Public Affairs, in Lake 
Como.  

Mrs. Moran is the president and CEO of M Public Affairs, which was retained by Conti Group to do an 
education campaign on the state contract with Ashbritt that the Christie administration implemented, she said, 
noting Ashbritt partnered with Conti Group.  

Mrs. Moran said in “no way, shape or form do I lobby, and I had no involvement with Belmar whatsoever.”  

“I even went so far as to make sure that the Conti folks knew Matt [Doherty] was my husband and I’d be 
recused from any discussions on Belmar,” she said. 

The mayor also affirmed that his wife does not work for Ashbritt and that he still recused himself to avoid any 
appearance of impropriety.  

“Even though it is multiple steps removed, I wanted to eliminate any appearance of conflict,” which is why he 
abstained from voting on the resolution, he said. 

Jared Moskowitz, general counsel for Ashbritt, said “Maggie Moran was not involved in any way, shape or 
form with the town of Belmar,” and she does not work for Ashbritt. 

The second resolution in question authorized emergency purchases for the borough, which included using 
Ferreira Construction, based in Branchburg, for debris removal and hauling for $630,521.  

Ferreira Construction contributed $2,600 to Mayor Doherty’s campaign for mayor in 2010, which raised 
questions as to why this company was chosen, when there are many debris removal companies. 

Mayor Doherty said he did not select Ferreira Construction for debris removal, former borough administrator 
Bill Young did.  

“In no way is it related to any type of contribution to anybody,” Mr. Young said when contacted yesterday. 
“This is the right guy for the right job.”  



Mr. Young added that he knew the company did work in North Jersey as a result of Hurricane Irene in 2011. 

Mayor Doherty said he recused himself on the vote “in an effort to eliminate any appearance of a conflict of 
interest.”  

	  


