
The Coast Star (12/06/2012): Sewerage authority 
moving ahead with bypass, pump station plans 

Bypass, pump station will be moved to 1800 Parkway 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — With its pump station inoperable and a temporary bypass system in place, the South 
Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] is working quickly toward a permanent solution to the 
problem in Lake Como. 

The pump station, located at the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway, has been a longstanding issue for 
SMRSA and the borough, as it is located too close to the lake, which has a habit of overflowing.  

SMRSA had begun work to remedy the situation prior to Hurricane Sandy, which hit in late October. However, 
since the storm wiped out the pump station, making it completely inoperable, the process of finding a 
permanent solution has been expedited. 

Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director, said after a few days of not being able to provide service to the 
borough following the storm, a “rudimentary” temporary bypass was installed on North Boulevard, restoring 
service to the borough. Since then, the temporary bypass system has been “improved.” 

However, this is only a temporary solution. 

“We have an obligation to provide service to the community of Lake Como and do it in a manner that abates 
any possibility of human health concerns and environmental health concerns,” he said. “The equipment in place 
today as a reaction to [Hurricane] Sandy does not meet that obligation.” 

To remedy the situation, the authority is moving quickly to install a bypass system at 1800 Parkway and begin 
construction on a new pump station at the same location. Both projects were already set to take place before the 
storm, but Sandy has expedited both projects. 

SMRSA has already obtained the necessary permits to construct the bypass system and is expecting to receive 
proposals from the potential contractors on Dec. 13, Mr. Ruppel said, noting the authority is expecting to award 
a contract on Dec. 20.  

From there, construction is expected to begin in mid-January, Mr. Ruppel said.  

During this time, either before the bypass system is constructed or during its construction, SMRSA plans on 
knocking down the house that sits at 1800 Parkway, he said. 

The second phase of the project is relocating the pump station from its current, inoperable location to 1800 
Parkway.  

SMRSA plans on awarding a design contract next week, with the intent of having a design completed, approved 
and permitted within the next 90 days, Mr. Ruppel said.  



Although Mr. Ruppel said he is unsure when construction on the pump station will begin, he did say SMRSA 
plans on building the pump station as soon as it can. He added that he is unsure at this time if the pump station 
on North Boulevard will be knocked down. 

As for the interlocal agreement between SMRSA and Lake Como on the improvements the community 
requested, those requests will still be completed, Mr. Ruppel said.  

The improvements are returning the Parkway island to its original dimensions and replacing the trees that will 
be taken down as a result of the project.  

The improvements the borough approved in the agreement also include replacing the sewer laterals that will be 
exposed due to the bypass project. Laterals are piping from each house to the main pipe, and the borough will 
be replacing the laterals from the main pipe to the sidewalk.  

In addition, the portion of Parkway being worked on will also be repaved and the curbing will be put back.  

Early estimates on both projects are $2.3 million, Mr. Ruppel said, although he is unsure this estimate is still 
accurate. SMRSA will know more on how much it will cost once it awards a contract on both projects and 
begins designing the pump station.  

	  


